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assed because every member abstains from | Georgia [Mr. Srepnens] signified a desire to 


making any objection, and thus matters of this 
description are brought before the House, while 


other business of equal importance and equal con- | 


sequence to the country is excluded under the 
rules. If business were transacted only under 
the rules, | suppose nothing whatever would be 
done. S ; 
Some gentlemen have said to me, that if the 
rules could be carried out—if all these suspen- 
sions of the rules by unanimous consent could 


be gotten rid of, and we could go on regularly— | 


all the business befofe the House could be dis- 
posed of. : 
that experiment, I have, at the suggestion of 
various gentlemen, within the last week, called 
for the regular order of business, and objected to 
everything out of order. I am now engaged in 
trying the €xperiment to ascertain whether any 
business ¢an be transacted under the rules. [ am 
entirely willing that this posinenaenent should be 
made. I am willing that the Committee of 
Ways and Means should make their reports; but 
what I ask is, that it shall be done under the 
rules. 

If, however, the House is disposed to go on as 
it has done, and transact business by unanimous 
consent, I shall not take the responsibility of 
obstructir.g the business of the House by object- 


ing. As Il have remarked, my object is to test | 
the utility of the rules, and see whether they can | 


be carried out. But I am satisfied that no good 
purpose can be accomplished in that direction so 
long as business is transacted out of order by 


unanimous consent. I am perfectly willing, 


I have myself been disposed to try | 





therefore, that the motion of my colleague shall | 


prevail. 
objection from some personal consideration, and 
he attempts to frown me down. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
much mistaken. I do not expect to frown him 
down atall. I have no personal favors to ask of 
him. I intend to make every effort for the faith- 
ful discharge of my duty. 

The SPEAKER. The conversation going on 
between the gentlemen from Ohio is not in order. 
itis out of order to refer to the motives of gen- 
tlemen. 


Mr. STANTON, 


subject. I am under as slender obligation to 
him as he says he is to me; and I ask no favors 
of him. 

Mr. Speaker, I have interposed my objection 
from my convictions of duty. I shall continue 
to act on those convictions, whether my colleague 
is pleased or not, 

Mr. ORR. I was of the opinion at the outset 
that the President’s message ought to have been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. [ 
think that that is the best direction to give it 


now. It is the best way by which to put the | 


House in condition for the transaction of the 
public business. 


tion on the motion to refer and print, it cuts off 


the motion to postpone, and brings the House to | 


adirect vote on the pending question. If the 
President’s message be thus disposed of, the next 
business in order will be the call on the standing 
committees for reports. Under that call, the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
can submit his reports from that committee; and 
if there are any gentlemen who desire to continue 
the discussion on the President’s message, they 
can do so in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. So believing that what I 
have suggested is the best course to be pursued 
by the House under the circumstances in which 
it 1s placed, I call for the previous question on 
the motion to refer and print. ‘ 

Mr. HOUSTON. would inquire of the 
Spenlee whether any member is entitled to 
address the House on the motion to refer and 
print the President’s e? 

The SPEAKER. On the last day the subject 
was under consideration, the gentleman from 


13 


My colleague is | 


He seems to think thatI have made this | 


If I call for the previous ques- | 


I have nothing to say in || 
regard to what my colleague has said on that 








speak to it; but he is not entitled to the floor from 
the fact that the call for the previous question was 
ending. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was apprehensive that 
some member had the floor on the motion to 
refer and print, who might be unjustly deprived 
of his right under the rules. If such were the 
fact, and the discussion continued for an hour or 
two, then the object sought to be accomplished 
by the gentleman from Ohio would be defeated. 

The SPEAKER., No member is absolutely 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr.CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for tellers on 
seconding the call for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Orr and 
FLAGLER were appointed. © 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The President’s 
annual message presented at the early part of last 
session is in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, yet unreferred. If gentlemen 
wish to pile messages up there, then let them 
do it. 

The House refused to second the call for the 
previous question; the tellers having reported— 
ayes 64, noes 71. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 

ostpone. 

Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am in favor 
of the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
CampsELL,| to postpone the further consideration 
of the President’s message until Tuesday next. 
What is the competing proposition? That we 
shall go on and consume the time of the House 
with what must be acknowledged to be irrelevant 
debate; and yet the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
STANTON, | ahs objects to the proposition of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
alleges that he is in favor of observing the rules 
of the House, although he has declared they 
have been constructed for the purpose of obstruct- 
ing the public business. I suggest to the gentle- 
man that what is now proposed is in the regular 
order of business. 

Mr. STANTON. 
to postpone. . 

Mr. MILLSON. My chief object in rising is 
to deprecate the continuance of the discussion on 
the motion to refer and print the President’s mes- 


s 
I am in favor of the motion 


sage, by suggesting briefly a few simple facts, 
which | trust I shall be able to communicate to 


the House in the space of two minutes. The 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
suggests important reasons why this discussion 
should be postponed. They are not merely the 
necessity of making reports of appropriation bills, 
but that the House may have an opportunity of 
voting on a joint resolution from the Senate relating 


| to the Texas debt, which, if not passed before the 


first day of next month, it will be unnecessary to 
pass at all; and yet I understand objection is 
made to that postponement, although the refusal 
to postpone will only involve the continuance of 


| a profitless debate on the President’s message, 


and defeat the order of the House in reference to 
por iat measures of legislation. 
trust, then, that considering the importance of 


| the question pending, the House will consent to 





| agree to the order asked for by the gentleman 


from Ohio. I have myself invariably voted for 


the previous question to terminate this debate, | 


but the House seems disposed to continue it. 
But when the question is, whether this debate 
shall continue, to the exclusion of important ques- 
tions which must be decided, if decided at all, 
before the first Monday of next month, I trust 


| the House will see that a refusal to postpone will 


evince a disposition rather to refuse to transact 
the business of the country, than to carry it on. 

The question was then taken on the motion 
made by Mr. Campse xt; and it was agreed to. 

So the further consideration of the motion to 
refer and print the President’s message was post- 
poned until Tuesday next. 

The SPEAKER stated that reports were in 
order from standing committees, commencing 
with the Committee of Elections. 






New Serigs....No. 13. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. READY, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of Nathan Cook, 
for the purpose of reference tothe Post Office Department. 

On motion of Mr. LAKE, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of Thomas J. 
Napier, for the purpose of re-presentation and reference to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the reg- 
ular order of business. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. WALKER. I wish to state, with the 
consent of the gentleman from Tennessee and 
the House, that, had I been in the House yester- 
day when the question was taken upon the reso- 
lution offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. H. Marsuatn,] in reference to the natu- 
ralization laws, I should have voted for a suspen- 


sion of the rules to allow it to be offered. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, sun- 
dry communications from the Departments, pre- 
sented by him, were referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, reported the followin 
bills; which were severally read a first and sasiol 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending 30th of June, 1858; and 

A bill making appropriations for fortifications 
and other works of defense, and for repairs of 
barracks and quarters, for the year ending 30th 
of June, 1852. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am directed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to report 
back Senate resolution (No. 23) to enable the Sec- 
retary of State to pay certain clerks in-the De- 
partment of State the same compensation which 
has been paid to clerks of the same grade in the 
other Executive Departments. The object of the 
resolution has been accomplished in another way; 
and therefore | move to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


TEXAS CREDITORS. 


| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 

| tee of Ways and Means, reported back Senate 
resolution (No. 44) granting further time to the 
creditors of Texas to present theic claims, and 
for other purposes; and moved to put it upon its 
passage, 

Mr. PHELPS called for the reading of the 
resolution. 

The resolution, which was read, provides that 
the time within which the creditors of the late 
Republic of Texas may file their claims at the 
Treasury Department be extended to the Ist of 

| January, 1858; and that so much of the joint 
resolution extending the time for creditors of 
Texas to present their claims, approved August 
| 18, 1856, as authorizes and reqyires the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to distribute and pay the 
residue of the $7,750,000 pro rata amongst those 
| creditors who have filed their claims, be repealed. 

The question being on ordering the resolution 
to be read a third time,, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, called the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question or ered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the resolution was ordered to 
be read a third time, and was accordingly read 
| the third time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move the pre- 
vious question upon the passage of the resolu- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 

|| Operation thereof, the resolution was passed, 
1 _Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
|| sider the vote by which the joint resolution wag 
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passed, and also moved that the motion to recon- 


sider be laid upon the table; which latter motion | 


was agreed to. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I now move that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House re- 


solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of the Union, with a view to take up the 
Indian appropriation bill. If the House will 
indulge me, I will state that there is one very 
important reason why that bill should be speedily 
acted upon. 


last session of Congress. An appropriation bill, 
for the purpose of carrying out the stipulations of 
that treaty, passed the Senate, but failed in the 
House. 


The Committee of Ways and Means are not | 


entirely willing that these items of appropriation 
shall be first inserted by the Senate, and have 
therefore incorporated them in the regular Indian 
bill. 
reat consequence by the Indian bureau that the 
Govcremattcheuld een eater for the pay- 
ment of the amount stipula 
which I have alluded. I hope, therefore, that 
the House will consider this bit 


the rules be suspended, and the House resolve 
itself into the Cateanitne of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I object to the motion of 
the gentleman from Ohio, and hope that all the 
standing committees of the House will be regu- 
larly called for reports. They have not been 
called during the present session. ‘There are 


matters as important, and, in my opinion, more | 


important, than anything connected with these 


Indian treaties, which ought to be reported and | 


placed upon the Calendar for consideration with- 
out delay. 

Mr.MAXWELL. I hope the gentleman from 
Mississippi will withdraw his shicution to the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio. The gentle- 
man is as well aware of the difficulties which have 
come upon the country from what is known as 
the Florida war, as any other gentleman in this 
House. He is also aware that, at the present 
moment, we are still engaged in these difficulties, 
and that it is a matter of great importance, not 
only to the people of Florida, but to the people 
of the whole country, that these difficulties should 
be removed. 

I will state that there is now a better prospect 
for bringing to a close what is known as the 
Florida war, than there has been for the last 
twenty years. U 
the Seminole Indians who have removed West, 


we are to have a deputation from them to the | 


Seminoles in Florida; and with their knowledge 
of the country, and the peculiar facility which 
they possess for ferreting out the hiding-places 
of these Indians, it is to be hoped that they will 
prove more effective in their removal than the 
Army of the United States has been. It is of 
the utmost importance that these Indians should 
be removed, and this war brought to a close. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind the 
gentleman from Florida, that the motion to go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union is not debatable. 
Mr. MAXWELL. I will close what I was 
proceeding to wy by renewing my appeal to the 
entleman from Mississippi to withdraw his ob- 
jection to the motion of the gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I wish to 
suggest another reason why the gentleman from 
Mississippi should withdraw his objection. The 
Committee on Commerce is the next committee 
to be called in the regular order, and although we 
have much business before us, we are not yet 
repared to report. 
he SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest that 
the motion of the gentleman from Ohio being in 
order, it is not the right of the gentleman from 
Mississippi to object. 
Mr. QUITMAN. I rise to a question of order. 
I ask whether the rules can be suspended on any 
day except Monday, if objection be made ? 

e SPEAKER. The rules expressly author- 
ize the motion to suspend the rules to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to be made at any time. 


A very important treaty was made | 
with the Creek and Seminole Indians during the | 


I learn that it is regarded as a matter of | 
ted in the treaty to || 


| to-day, and send | 
it to the Senate; and with that view I move that | 


Under the treaty with those of | 








| Mr. QUITMAN. Then I have aword to say, 
|| if the House will permitme. I have a bill before 
| me, the failure to pass which will result in the 
\| disbanding of the Army of the United States. 
'| The object of the bill is to save the junior officers 
|| of the Army from starvation. Unless this bill, 
|| giving those junior officers additional compensa- 

tion, Be passed, they will be forced to disband. I 
| therefore regard this bill of more importance than 
|| the Indian appropriation bill. 
| Mr. RITCHIE. I object to debate. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I wish to make an 
inguiry of the Chair. 

‘Mr. RITCHIE. I object to debate. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Camp- 
BELL’s motion; and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended. ‘The House ac- 
cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whdle on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Wixs.iow in the chair,) the business in order 
being the message of the President of the United 
|| States of the last session. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved that the 
Indian appropriatior@ill be taken up for consid- 
| eration. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I propose that 
the first reading of the bill be dispensed with, and 
that the Clerk proceed to read the bill by clauses 
for amendment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I make a motion, 
|| then, to that effect. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The first reading of the 
| bill can be dispensed with only by unanimous 
| consent. 
| The bill was then read through. 
|| The CHAIRMAN. The bill will now be read 
|| by clauses for amendment. 

‘| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Ido not imagine 
|| there is any necessity to have the bill again read 
‘over. I therefore move that the bill be laid aside 
| to be reported to the House, with the recommend- 
| ation that it do pass. 

| Mr. PRINGLE. I have an amendment to 
| offer when the particular clause to which it is 
| appropriate has been reached. 
Mtr CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
| committee do now rise, with a view of terminating 
| debate on this bill. 

| Mf. GIDDINGS. I trust that debate on the 
| bill will not be terminated so suddenly. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I call for tellers on 
| the motion to rise. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Coss, of 
|| Alabama, and SrRaNAHAN, were appointed. 

The motion was agreed to; the tellers having 
reported—ayes seventy-five, noes not counted. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Winstow reported that 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
a bill (i. R. No. 614) making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stip- 
ulations with various Indian tribes, for the year 
ending 30th of June, 1858, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move the 
adoption of the usual resolution, that debate be 
closed on the Indian appropriation bill within 
five minutes after its consideration shall be again 
resumed in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The resolution was adopted. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Wiystow in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the Indian appropriation bill. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill by clauses, 
for amendment. 


Mr. PRINGLE. 
follows: 
After the clause, “‘ For the payment of this amount 
ita to the Creek nation as annuity, per sixth cle 
treaty 7th August, 1856, $400,000,”" add following pro- 
viso: 
| Provided, That no portion of this sum shall be appropria- 








| 

















I move an amendment, as 
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| treaty. 
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December 23, 





a REET ene 
ted to pay or reward any agent, attorney, or other pe 
for any service, or pretended service, in negotiating sui 


The amendment explafns itself, and renders any 
remarks from me unnecessary. I ask that the 
question be put to the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PRINGLE. I offer the following amend. 
ment with the knowledge and consent of severa} 
members of the Committee of Ways and Means: 

After the clause, ‘¢ For the traveling and other expenses 
of the members of the Creek and Seminole delegations 
(including the agents and the interpreter for the latter) jn 
coming to Washington, remaining, and returning home, per 
twenty-third article treaty 7th August, 1856, $11,000,” aqq 
a proviso as follows : 

Provided, That all moneys appropriated for fulfilling trea. 
ties with or concerning the Florida Indians or Seminoles 
shall be expended under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

Mr. ORR. Is not the Secretary of the Interior 
the officer who now usually supervises such ex. 
penditures? 

Mr. PRINGLE. He is; but, inasmuch as 
there is a dispute as to the jurisdiction of the 
matter, I have deemed it best to move the pro. 
viso. 

Mr. PHELPS. After reflection, I am of opin- 
ion that the amendment ought not to be adopted, 
It is very true that the expenditures of the Indian 
Department are now disbursed under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Interior; but at this time 
there is an attempt to suppress Indian hostilities 
centrated there, and it may be that, by the codper- 
in Florida. A number of troops have been con- 
ation of the Secretary of War with the Secretary 
of the Interior in the ——. of this money, 
the emigration of these Indians to the West may 
be more easily accomplished, than if the whole 
matter were left to the Secretary of the Interior. 
In order that there may be this coéperation on 
the part of those officers of the Government, I 
think the amendment had better not be adopted. 

Mr. PRINGLE. If this appropriation be made 
with the proviso I have offered. I do not think 
there will be any difficulty in the expenditure of 
the money. I wish to prevent the appropriation 

oing under the control of the War Department. 

he Indians are my sod under the control of 
the Secretary of the nterior, and I would not 
like to see any infringement on the duties of that 
officer. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have this further suggestion 
to make. This bill will not perhaps receive the 
approval of the President until some time in the 
month of February; and it may be that the appro- 

riation under this head—* for Seminoles’’—will 

e expended under another Administration, and 
probably under other executive officers than those 
referred to. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I do not refer to officers; I 
wish the money disbursed under the supervision 
of the Interior Department. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have this further to say to 
the House: here are $120,000 appropriated for 
the expenses of the removal of the Seminoles in 
Florida to their homes west of the Mississippi. 
The amendment of the gentleman from New York 
directs that that money should be expended under 
the direction of the Interior Department. If ! 
am correctly informed of the operations which 
are now going on to effect that removal, General 
Harney is in command of the Army in Florida, 
and a number of troops have been concentrated 
there, not only for the purpose of suppressing 
Indian hostilities, but to enable General Harney 
to collect together those Indians, if they will sig- 
nify their willingness to emigrate. hen col- 
lected together, they are to be started forthwith 
to their country west of the Mississippi; and if 
expenditure shall be incurred by the command- 
ing officer in Florida towards the removal of the 
Indians, as well as for their subsistence after they 
have been concentrated at one point preparatory 
to their removal, I am willing, and I am sure 7 
friend from New York will be willing, that such 
sum as is a proper charge for their subsistence 
and removal shall be taken out of the money 
which may belong to the Indians and is set apart 
for the purpose of paying them, instead of having 
that sum taken out of the general appropriation 
made for the support of the Army. . 

Mr. MAXWELL. With a view of saying® 
word only, I move to substitute ‘ the Secretary 
of War” in the place of * the Secretary of the 
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1856. 
Interior.”” I move the amendment that I may 

yegest to the gentleman from New York that 
a management of the Florida Indians is now 
exclusively under the control of the Secretary of | 
War. Ithascome about, in the course of events, | 
that the Secretary of the Interior has lost control 
of these Indians, until such times as they are 
transported to the western country. I suggest that | 
it would be intimating a want of confidence in the | 
Department which has the control of these In- 
dians now to introduce pee such an amend- 
ment as he has proposed. [tis perfectly obvious | 
that these two Departments, having the same 
objects in view, can codperate harmoniously, each 
taking under its charge that particular department 
of business appertaining to the Indians which | 
properly belongs to it. 

As soon as these Indians shall be transported | 
to the western country, they will pass beyond the 
control of the Secretary of War, because the cir- 
cumstances which gave him special control of 
them will have ended. I suggest, therefore, that 
the adoption of the amendment would complicate 
the difficulty in regard to these Indians, and em- 
barrass the Department in its operation against 
them. I therefore appeal to the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to say a few 
words in regard to the amendment of thé gentle- 
man from Florida. As to the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from New York, my impression 
js that it is rightand proper. It occurs to me that 
the appropriations made to carry out our treaty 
stipulations with the Indian tribes should be ex- 
vended under the direction of the Secretary of the 
faterior. The Indian department is under his 
supervision, and { think it impolitic to place these | 
funds under the charge of the Secretary of War. 
Ido not thereby mean to indicate any want of 
confidence in that Department, but particularly 
in regard to these Indians I think the amendment | 
offered by the gentlemen from New York should 
be adopted. It is within the recollection of gen- 
tlemenand of the country that various efforts have 
been made to remove the small band of Seminole 
Indians now in Florida to their homes west of 
the Mississippi river. The military have utterly 
failed thus far to remove the entire tribe west, 
although sufficient money has been expended in 
that experiment, one would suppose, to accom- | 
plish the object. 

A treaty has been made by the Department 
which will better enable the Department to effect 
the emigration of those Indians. It was the 
express understanding, so far as my knowledge 
extends, in the negotiation of that treaty, that a 
delegation of the Seminoles west should visit their 
brethren now in Florida, and, with the treaty in 
their hands, endeavor to induce the Florida In- 
dians to remove to their homes in the West, ac- | 
cording to the treaty stipulation. It was thought 
that the use of a military force even to keep them 
in awe would be impracticable, and that the | 
objects of the treaty could be best effected by a | 
yeaceful visit to them by their brethren of the 

Vest, holding out to them the treaty which the 
had made with the Government, and b which 
new and separate homes were prepared for them 
independent of the Creek Indians, and which 
gives to them a separate political existence. 

Itis not my object, in urging the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York, to get up any | 
feeling between the two Departments in reference 
to the manner in which the money should be 
expended. But I insist thatthe amendment should 
be adopted for the reasons I have stated; and I | 
am sure that, if there is a cordial codperation of | 
the two Departments, as to the mode and manner 
in which this contemplated removal is to be | 
effected, there can no difficulty arise from the | 
placing of this fund in charge of the Secretary of | 
the Interior. Therefore, | hope the gentleman | 
from Florida will not insist upon his amendment, | 
and that the gentleman from New York will insist | 
upon his. 
_Mr. MAXWELL. I moved my amendment | 
simply with a view to suggest to my friend the | 
complication into which this business will be | 
thrown, if it is not allowed to go on as it now 
does. I now withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. ORR. I move to strike out ‘Secretary | 
of the Interior,’’ and insert in lieu thereof “ Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury.”’ I was under the im- | 
pression that these expenditures were made under | 
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immediately under the supervision of the Com- | 
missioner of Indian Affairs; but the fact of the 

gentleman from New York proposing the amend- 

ment which he does, would seem to indicate that | 
he has information of a collision, or likehood of 
a collision, between the two Departments of War | 
and Interior, and I have offered my amendment | 


merely with a view of inquiring of the gentleman || 


from New York upon what he predicates the | 
amendment? Is he in possession of any informa- | 
tion of such a state of things? And if he is not, 
would it not be better to leave this fund to be 

expended under the direction of the President, as | 
the interest of the country may require? 

Mr. PRINGLE. This amendment certainly | 
can do no harm, if the gentleman is right in sup- 
posing that the Secretary of the Interior has the | 
power of disbursing the money. Butif he has | 
not that power, then the amendment certainly | 
ought to be adopted. All I wish to say in rela- 
tion to the matter, however, is this: From all I 
can learn in relation to these Indians, I believe 
that it is utterly out of the power of the Govern- 
ment to remove them except by the aid of the 
Indian Department. 

Mr. ORR. In relation to this matter I think | 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Misgouri | 
{[Mr. Puewrs] certainly ought to have some 
weight. We know that there is a considerable 
force of the regular Army concentrated in thaf 

uarter under the direction of the Secretary of 

ar. Now, sir, 1 should have supposed that if 
an amendment of this sort had been needed, we 
should have had a report from the Committee of 
Ways and Means in reference toit. But that 
committee have reported the bill in the usual 
form. Iam not in favor of varying that regular 
form unless some good reason shall be given, and 
I have heard no good reason as yet. 

Mr. PHELPS. I oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from South Carolina merely for the 
eep.nese of making afurtherexplanation. It will 

e recollected that the people of Florida were, 
last summer, considerably excited by the Indian 
hostilities existing there. The Governor of that 
State called out volunteers, which were taken into 
the employ of the General Government for the 

urpose of suppressing those Indian hostilities. 

hese volunteers have since been disbanded, and 





their places supplied by regular troops which have | 


been concentrated in that country, and it is pro- 
posed to use them, if it shall become necessary 
to use force for removing the Indians. This, as 
I understand it, is only a precautionary measure. 
The Indian chiefs from the West are to be em- 
ployed in negotiating with the Indians in Florida, 
and will endeavor to convince them that the object 
of the Government is only pacific in removing 
them—that a country is prepared for them, where 
they are to reside in peace with the other portions 
of their tribe. But if these measures shall fail, 
then it is proposed that this opposition shall be 
used in coercing their removal. 

Mr. HAVEN. How many of the Seminoles 
are left? 

Mr. PHELPS. I cannot tell the exact num- 
ber. Iexamined the question some years ago, 
but I was not able to arrive at any definite result 
as to their numbers. I came to the conclusion, 
however, that their numbers had been greatly 
exaggerated by the people of Florida. There 
are none of the reports of the agent of the State 
of Florida printed. Otherwise we might be able 
to arrive at a more approximate result. 

I think the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Prinee] is unnecessary, and 
that it may be productive of inconvenience; for 
if expenses are incurred there by the troops of 
the United States, the money ought to be placed 
at the disposal of the Secretary of War to meet 
them. I am not desirous of using force. I 
would much prefer that the Indians should be 
removed by peaceable means, for a war with 
them will be a war of extermination. But if 
hostilities are to be commenced against them, it 
is necessary that they should be prosecuted with 
vigor; and I think, therefore, the amendment of 
the gentleman is objectionable, and should not be 
adopted. 

r. ORR, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
his amendment. 

Mr. Prinete’s amendment was then adopted. 


Mr. PRINGLE moved further to amend in the 
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the direction of the Interior Department, more | five hundred and twentieth line, page 22, by add- 
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| ing the following: 


| For the payment to Israe! Olinger, administrator of Fran- 


ces Lafontaine, deceased, late principal chief of said tribe, of 
any amount allowed to said decedent by the Indian De- 
partment in 1850, and heretofore appropriated for said pur- 
— but — to the surplus fund the 30th day of June, 
_Mr. P. asked to have a letter from the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs read in explanation. 
The letter was read, as follows: 


DePaRTMENT OF TRE INTERIOR, 
Orrice Inpian Arrairs, July Ip, 1856, 
Sir: In compliance with request of Hon. John M. Pettit 
of 12th instant, I inclose herewith such evidence as this 
and the Second Auditor’s Office afford in regard to the claim 
of the heirs of F. Lafontaine ; from which it will be seen 
that the sum of $590 was awarded to F. Lafontaine by 


|| Messrs. Stewart, Murray, and Fitch, commissioners on 


claims against Miami Indians, payable out of annuities of 
} that tribe, and not having been paid at the proper time, was, 
on the 30th June, 1855, permitted to go to the surplus fund, 
and is now in the Treasury of the United States. 

You will perceive, therefore, that this Department is 
without the means of meeting this claim, which was ad- 
mitted in 1850, but has never been paid. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant 

GEORGE W. MANYPENNY, Commissioner. 
Hon. BensamMin Prinets, Chairman Committee on Indian 
Affairs, United States House of Representatives. 


The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. CLINGMAN moved to add at the end of 
the bill as follows: 


That the existing laws be amended so as to authorive the 
payment of such additional claims of the Cherokee Indians 
as were examined by Messrs. Eaton and Hubley, and by 
them decided t6 be “ good” against the United States 
under the Cherokee treaty of 1835, and supplemental arti- 
cles thereto. And that the interest of the creditors of the 
Indians be pretected to the extent provided for in the ninth 
article of said treaty. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. I submit that the amendment 
proposes to change existing !aws, and is there- 
fore out of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN,. The Chair will see that 
the amendment is to carry out an Indian treaty. 
I think it is in order. 7 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
claim. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
bill be now laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 


committee now proceed to the consideration of a 
bill (H. R. No. 581) making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1858. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana. 
committee do now rise. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
first reading of the bill be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then read by clauses for amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to strike 
out the words: ‘* For gas pipes, gasometers, and 
retorts, $7,500.’ I believe, Mr. Chairman, that 
the introduction of gas into the rooms of the 
cadets at West Point will result greatly to their 
injury. I believe that their eyesight will be 
affected materially and seriously if they study by 
gaslight, instead of, as they have done hereto- 
fore, by candlelight. So believing, | have made 
the motion to strike out the words I have indi- 
cated. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am opposed to 
the amendment, and call for the question. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
bill be laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 


INVALID PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 


committee now proceed to the consideration of 
the bill (H. R. No. 582) making appropriations 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1858. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohie. I move that the 
first reading of the bill be dispensed with.- 

The motion was agreed to, 

The bill was read by clauses for amendment, 
but no amendments were offered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
bill be laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
committee do now rise and re port the bills which 
have been laid aside. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committed rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Winsiow reported that 
the Commitice of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
renerally underconsideration, and particularly the 
Tadian appropriation bill, the Military Academy 
appropriation bill, and the invalid pension appro- 
priation bill, and had directed him to report the 
same back, the former with, and the latter two 
without amendments, with the recommendation 
that they do pass. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS PASSED. 


The SPEAKER stated the question to be first 
on the Indian appropriation bill and the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, called for the nre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was secoaded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be next 
on the Military Academy appropriation bill. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
inely read th third time . and passed. 

The question next reeurred on the invalid pen- 
sion appropriation bill. 

The said bill was ordered to be engrossed, and 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved that the 
votes by which the bills were severally passed be 
reconsidered; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM CAREY JONES. 

Mr. COBB, of Atabama. I move that the 
report in the case of William Carey Jones be 
ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. PERRY. [move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 68, noes 37; 
and thereupon the House (at fifteen minutes to 
four o’clock, p. m.) adjourned until to-morrow, at 
twelve iba: m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W epnespay, December 24, 1856. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danien Watpo. 

he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER stated that reports were in 
order from the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, obtained the floor. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN, 
On motion of Mr. GARNETT, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the petition and accompanying papers 
in the respective cases of Charles G. Layton gnd Austin 
Brockenbrough, for the purpose of reference to the Court of 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, it was 

Ordeved, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of Farron & 
Harris, for the purpose of reference to the Court of Claims. 

ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that when 
the House adjourns to-day, adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Mr. QUITMAN. 
of business. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia, on the 


I call for the regular order 
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ground that the Constitution prohibits such an | 


bills; which were severally read a first and second 


adjournment. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I modify my mo- 
tion by substituting Saturday for Monday. \} 

Mr. BARCLAY. I move to amend the reso- | 
lution by substituting Friday for Saturday. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not amend- | 
able. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr PHELPS. ‘I desire te inquire whether || 
the Chair does not recognize the gentleman from 
Ohio as being entitled to the floor ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did recognize the 
gentleman. # 

Mr. PHELPS. Then, can the motion of the || 
gentleman from Virginia be entertained ? 

The SPEAKER. It cannot if objection be 
made. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Chio. I must claim | 
my right to the floor. I am instructed by the | 
Committee of Ways and Means to report several | 
bills. 

Mr. QUITMAN. °I rise to a question of order. 
I believe that the Committee of Ways and Means | 
was passed yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. That committee had the | 
floor when the House resolved itseif into the Com- || 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

* Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Whathas become | 
of my resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It was not in order, the || 
gentleman from Ohio being entitled to and claim- | 
ing the floor. | 

Mr. RICE. Will the gentleman from Ohio | 
yield to me a moment, that I may present a bill, | 
of which previous notice has been given? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The gentleman | 
from Minnesota will see that I cannot do so, 
having already refused to yield to the gentleman | 
from Virginia. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My understanding of the | 
proceedings yesterday was, that the Committee 
of Ways and Meuns were passed then. They 
were called for reports, od continued to report 
so long as they were disposed; and then, when 
the Chair was proceeding to call another com- 
mittee, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


I call for the yeas and nays 





| debts. 





and Means moved that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
other committee was called. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to go into the 
Committee of the Whole was in order, and the | 
Committee of Ways and Means have not ex- 
hausted their right. 


Notatall. No 





| 
APPROPRIATION BILLS REPORTED. | 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, reported the following || 


time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed: | 

A bill to supply deficiencies in the appropria- | 
tions for the service of the fiscal year ending 30th || 
June, 1857; and | 

A bill making appropriations for the transpor- | 
tation of the United States mails, by ocean steam- | 
ers and otherwise, during the fiscal year ending | 
30th June, 1858. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I have another | 
report from the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
but my colleague on the committee [Mr. Pups] | 


is charged with another report, and I will yield | 
| the floor to enable him to make it. | 


FOREIGN COIN AND CENT COINAGE. i| 
Mr. PHELPS. I am instructed by the Com- | 


| mittee of Ways and Means to report back, with 


| 


sundry amendments, a bill (S. No. 190) entitled | 
An act relative to foreign coin and to the coin- 


, age of cents at the Mint of the United States, 


| eration at this time. 


and I desire the House to proceed to its consid- 
1 send to the desk the bill | 
and the amendments which I have been instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to recom- | 
mend. 
Mr. QUITMAN. I object to the considera- | 
tion of the bill at this time, a 
The SPEAKER. The bill having been read 


twice, it is in order to move that it be considered | 
at this time. 


‘ 


‘ 





in m 
|| posed by the 
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The bill was then read in extenso. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will suggest to the Speake; 
the course I design to pursue. I merely intend 
to explain the general objects of the bill, and then 
I shall call for the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the gen. 
tleman will not call for the previous question on 
this bill until members shall have had an oppor- 
tunity of saying something about it. I wish to 
say abouttwo words. Ifthe gentleman will yield 


|, to me, I will say them now. 


Mr. PHELPS. | yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to Strike 
out so much of the bill as provides that the frac. 
tional parts of the old Spanish dollar shall be 
made a legal tender in the payment of debts for 
the next two years. 

Mr. PHELPS. If the gentleman had waited , 
moment, he would have found that that is the 
recommendation of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

i SPEAKER. The amendment will be 
read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to say that 
Ido not think that this Government has the power 
to make anything a tender in the payment of 
The Constitution provides that no State 
shall make anything a tender except gold and 
silver coin. Each State can make seid aad sil. 
ver coin a tender in payment of debts, but it can 
make nothing else such tender. There is no dele. 
gation of power, as I conceive, to this Govern. 
ment to make anything a tender. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If these amendments are 
not printed I would suggest that the best coulse 
for the House to pursue would be to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill and order the 
printing of the amendments. 

Mr. PHELPS. + think the proposition isa 
very simple one. The object of the bill is, first, 
to drive out of circulation the depreciated foreign 
coin, the Spanish and Mexican quarters of a dol- 


lar, and the other fractional parts of a dollar 


The actual value of those quarters of a dollar is 


| about twenty-two or twenty-three cents apiece, 


and often less than that amount. Yet they pass 
currently for twenty-five cents. Several years 
ago there was a regulation that those quarters 
should not be received by the officers of the Gov- 
ernment for more than twenty-two or twenty- 
three cents. In consequence, however, of the 
scarcity of silver coin, that order was subsequently 
revoked, and they were allowed to pass current. 

The object of the bill, secondly, is to get rid of 
the copper cent, and to introduce in lieu of ita 
new coin composed of nickel and copper. | hold 
hand specimens of the new coin as pro- 
enate bill and by the amendments 
of the Committee of Waysand Means. Gentle- 
men can inspect them if they so desire. The 


| largest coin is that provided for by the Senate bill. 


The smaller one is the one proposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with the ree- 


| ommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury 


and the Director of the Mint. 

The SPEAKER stated that the amendments 
would be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the amendments, 
as follows: 

First amendment: 


Strike out the following: 


The said pieces shall be a legal tender for the payment of 
debts for all sums not exceeding five doilars, at the value 


herein respectively fixed upon each, for the space of two 


years from the passage of this act. 
Second amendment: 


Strike out the following section: 

Sec. 3. And be it fi enacted, That in the purchase 
of. silver bullion for coinage, under the 
third section of the act of February 21, 1853, it shall be law- 
ful for the Treasurer of the Mint, with the approval of the 


Secretary of the Treasury, to fix and pay anion ne 
? 


ounce standard, for the parts of the dollar afi 
yield to the seller thereof a return commensurate with the 
value of such pieces in circuJation, whereby their with- 
drawal from the currency may be encouraged: Provided, 


That the price so paid shail not be such to cause any loss to 


be sustained by the Mint. 

Mr. PHELPS. Under the act of February 
21, 1853, it is made the duty of the Treasurer of 
the Mint, with the approval of the Director of 


that institution—with the approval of the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury—to purchase the bullion 
necessary to coin the fractional parts of a dollar 


now coined. The Senate bill proposes to change 
that law by devolving that duty on the Treasurer 
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of the Mint, with the ap 
aa she Secretary of the 
mittee of Ways and Means prefer to make no 





val of the Director | 
reasury. The Com- | 
change of this law. Therefore, in the opinion | 
of the Committee on Ways and Means,, the 
section proposed to be stricken out is unneces- 
sary, provision being already made by the law 
of February, 1853. 
Third amendment: 


Strike out the following section: : | 

Sec. 5. That from and after the passage of this act, the 
standard weight of the cent coined at the Mint shall be 
ninety-six grains or two-tenths of one ounce troy, with no 


reater deviation than four grains in each piece; that said i 


cent shall be composed of copper, with an admixture, not 

exceeding five per centum in weight, of metals which may 

render it more suitable for the purposes of coihage, and of | 

such shape and device as may be fixed by the Director of | 

the Mint, with the approbation of the Secretary of the 

Treasury. 
And in lieu thereof insert the following: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President of | 
the United States is hereby authorized, whenever he shall 
deem it expedient, to issue his proclamation legalizing a 
new cent piece, to be formed either by a reduction in the 
weight of copper in the present cent, or of some other metal 
or alloy, and of such weight, shape, and devices, as the | 
Director of the Mint, with the approbation of the Secretary 
ofthe Treasury, may recommend ; and from and after such | 
poe such pieces shall pass current as money, and | 


a legal tender, at their nominal value, for sums not ex- || 


ceeding ten cents ; and the coinage of the former cent and | 
half cent shall thereupon cease. | 

Mr. PHELPS. The reason of the recom- | 
mendation of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means is this: at the time of the passage of the | 
bill of the Senate, experiments were still going | 


on at the Mint with reference to the portions of || 


the metals to be combined for this new cent coin. | 
I have on my desk, as I have already stated, 


specimens of the coin as it would be under the || 
Senate bill, and as it is proposed to be under the || 


amendments of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 
larger coin, and is but a slight change from the 
present copper coin. The amendment of the 


Committee of Ways and Means is that the Pres- | 


ident of the United States shall have the right, | 








1} Sec. 6. 


The coin under the Senate bill is the | 
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value, and it was not professed that they con- 
tained silver to the amount of three cents; yet, 
nevertheless, the Congress of the United States 
made them a legal tender; and I presume the 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee voted for that bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I never voted 
for it. 

Mr. PHELPS. The act of February, 1853, 
debased the currency of the country; and the 
coins issued from the Mint of the United States 
under that act do not contain the intrinsic value 
of the coins which they profess to represent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And ifthe gen- 
tleman will but reflect a moment, he will recollect 


that I opposed that debasing or depreciating bill | 


in the Committee of Ways and Means, and in 
| this House. I thought it was wrong then, and I 
think it is wrong now. 

Mr. PHELPS. [I recollect well that the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee did oppose that bill when 
it was first started in the Committee of Ways 
and Means; but I had the impression that he and 
myself parted company ypon that subject. But 

| I receive the gentleman’s explanation with very 
great pleasure, and only state the ground upon 
which I was led into the mistake. 

I ask the Clerk to report the next amendment. 


The amendment was reported as follows: 
Section 6, line two, before the word “ Secretary,” insert 
the words * Director of the Mint, and with the approval of 
the 3°’ so as to make the section read: 
And be it further enacted, That the Treasurer 
of the Mint, under the instruction of the Director of the 
| Mint, and with the approval of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, shall, from time to time, purchase from the bullion 
fund of the Mint the materials necessary for the coinage of 


| 9perative officers of the Mint, to be manufactured and 
| returned in coin. And the laws in force relating to the 
Mint and the coinage of the precious metals, and in regard 
to the sale and distribution of the copper coins, shall, so 
far as applicable, be extended to the coinage herein pro- 
| vided for: Provided, That the net profits of said coinage, 
| ascertained in like manner as is prescribed in the second 


section of this act, shall be transferred to the Treasury of | 


the United States. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 


man from Missouri if he will admit my amend- 


by his proclamation, to fix the kind of coin, | ment, to strike out so much of that section as 


quantity of alloy, &c. 
sued in 1796, under General Washington’s ad- | 
ministration. 


informed me that additional experiments were 
going on, and that he deemed it perhaps unwise to 
adopt the kind of coin established by the Senate 


bill. The results of these additional experiments || 


he said he would communicate to the Secretary || ing law. Though merely an informal amend- | 


of the Treasury. I have in my possession his 
letters on that subject. He prefers the coin pro- 
vided for in the amendment of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to that of the Senate bill or the 
present cent coin. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
man propose to make the new cent coin a tender | 
in the payment of debts? 

Mr. PHELPS. We do. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


State, to make a copper coin a legal tender? If 
the gentleman will permit me, | will move to 
strike that portion of the bill out. The Consti- 
tution says that the States shall make nothing 
but gold and silver coin legal tentler in payment 
of debts. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have this reply to make to 
the gentleman from Tennessee. The Congress 
of the United States has power ‘‘to coin money 
and to regulate the value thereof.”? That is one 
of the specific grants. It has the power to reg- 
ulate what .shall and shall not be money, and 
what shall and shall not be its value. The pro- 
vision of the Constitution to which the gentleman 


refers is a limitation on the power of a State. | 


It provides that ‘‘no State shall make anything 
but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of 
debts.”” We do not in this amendment 
that these cent pieces chal be a legal tender above 
the value of ten cents; and, if the gentleman from 
Tennessee prefers to insert five cents, or three 
cents, he can move such an amendment. Ido 
not think it material. 1 have no doubt. of the 
wer.of Congress to say that they shail be a 

| tender. When we first coined the three- 
cent coin, it was but a token, a representative of 


Such a course was pur- | makes these copper coin a legal tender? 


The coin was then larger than it | 
is now, and it was subsequently reduced in size. | 

After the bill had passed the Senate, I had a | 
conversation with the Director of the Mint. He | 


Does the gentle- |' 


Where is the | 
authority on the part of the Government, or a |' ' 
| Mr. PHELPS. The Senate bill provides that | 


I think 
|a one-cent violation of the Constitution is as 
much a violation of the Constitution as a million 
of dollars violation. 
Mr. PHELPS. _I deny that the provision isa 
violation of the Constitution; but if the gentle- 
| man believes that it is, he, asa matter of course, 
| will oppose the bill. 
The amendment which has just been read is 
only designed to make the bill conform to exist- 


| ment, it is nevertheless an important one. 


* The Clerk then reported the next amendment, 
|| as follows: 

Section seven, line. two, after the word * exchange,”’ 
strike out the words, *‘ for the parts of the dollar, as afore- 
said, at their nominal value of twenty-five, twelve and a 
half, and six and one fourth cents ;’? and insert the words 





so as to make the clause read : 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall be law- 
ful to pay out the said cent at the Mint in exchange for any 
of the gold and silver coins of the United. States. 


the depreciated Spanish currency shall be received 

at its nominal value in exchange for the new 
cents—in other words, that those who carry this 
|| depreciated foreign coin to the Mint, shall receive 

their nominal value, whilst, if paid into the Treas- 
| ury, these coins shall be received at a rate twenty 

er cent. less. The Committee of Ways and 
Means thought that an unwise provision, and 
recommend that it be stricken out. 


The next amendment was reported as follows: 


| _ Strike out from the seventh section, ‘- Provided, however, 
| That in order to avoid the delay and expense of counting 
| such pieces when so offered for exchange, it shal! be at the 
| diseretion of the Director of the Mint to cause the purchase 
|| to be made by weight of said parts of the doilar, or mixed 
|| parcels thereof, and of the old cent pieces, at such prices 
| per ounce as may be considered equivalent to the price by 
| tale herein authorized ;’’ and insert : 

| And it shall be lawful also to transmit parcels of the said 
| cents, from time to time, to the assistant treasurers, depos- 
| itaries, or other officers of the United States, under gen- 

|| eral. regulations proposed by the Director of the Mint, and 

| approved by the Secretary of the Treasury. 


| Mr. PHELPS. This amendment proposes to 
|| strike out the proviso of the seventh section, 
| which provides that the coins thus presented to 
rs redeemed by the new coinage in cents, at their 


i 
| 





| 
| 
| 





' not certain. 


** for any of the gold and silver coins of the United States ;”? | 





Band 


| nominal value, may be counted by tale. If the 


; first amendment to this section recommended by 
the Committee of Ways and Means, shall be 
adopted, this second amendment follows as a 
matter of course; for this proviso is dependent 
upon the text of the Senate bill which is proposed 
to be stricken out. The only reason why we 
propose this amendment to the proviso, is to give 
authority tothe Director of the Mint to send these 
cents out, in order that they may be brought into 
circulation. 1 

Mr. HAVEN. My friend from Missouri will 
excuse me for making an inquiry upon a sab- 

| ject which may be of some importance in regard 
to the ee I have not had an opportunity 
to look at the bill or the amendments, and all I 
desire is to see that the commercial transactions 
of the country are properly protected. 

In regard to the propriety of getting rid of these 
Spanish coins, I presume habe is no contrariety of 
opinion in this House. But there is a section of 
the bill which provides for repealing all existing 
laws making any foreign coin whatever a legal 
tender. I think it is the fourth section, but lam 

1 am fearful that that will in a large 
measure unsettle some of the commercial trans- 
actions of the country. If I: recollect aright, 
there is a provision of law by which the ‘* Napo- 
leons’’ and ** francs’’ of France and Belgium are 

| made a legal tender, and I am not quite certain 
but that the same is true of the “ roubles”’ of 
Russia. It is true, this bill looks somewhat te a 
prospective remedy. It provides that the Director 

| of the Mint, or the Secretary of the Treasury, 


; || shall take means to ascertain what the true com- 
such cent piece, and transfer the same to the proper? 


mercial value of this foreign coinage is. Itseems 
| to me that it would be wise and discreet to leave 
these foreign coins a legal tender as they now are, 
for a year or two, and let the Secretary of the 
Treasury, or the Director of the Mint, in the mean 
time, obtain the necessary information, and then 
base our legislation upon that information. Still 
there may be an explanation in regard to it which 
will obviate any opinion now suggested. But 
it strikes me that the change now proposed may 
work injury or inconvenience. 
Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from New 
York is mistaken in the supposition that these 
foreign coins are a legal tender. There may, per- 


1 haps, be one or two descriptions of foreign coins 


which are a legal tender; but | am not prepared 
| to admit even that. I recollect very well, froma 
| conversation I had with him, that the Director of 
|| the Mint was of opinion that there was no law 
|| which authorized any foreign coin to be a legal 
| tender. They are receivable at theircurrent value. 

So far as my examination of the subject is con- 

cerned, I could find but one or two foreign coins 
|| which, in my opinion, are now a legal tender by 
ii the laws of the United States. In fact, it is the 
|| opinion of other gentlemen, who have given atten- 
|| tion to the subject, that there are no foreign coins 
| now a legal tender in pursuance of any law of 
|| the United States. 
I am, therefore, desirous, as we are coining 


|| large amounts of money, that this shall be de- 


clared by the law, so that, instead of seeing our 
eagles and double eagles exported from the Uni- 
ted States, we should induce those persons en- 


|| gaged in the exportation of money to seek foreign 


coin for that purpose. In England, if you send 
| the gold coin of the United States to the Mint, 
| you will find that it is not worth as much as the 
same value of pure gold would be in the bar. 
Mr. READY. This is a very important bill; 
and it has been sprung upon the House without 
their having any opportunity to obtain such 
information as I think is necessary to proper 
| action upon it. I am myself disposed to look 
favorably upon the bill, and I think I shall sup- 
ort it; but really I feel unprepared to support 
|| it and act upon it now, as understandingly as I 
'| always like to do when I am called upon to act 
| upon so important a subject. I hope, therefore, 
|| the gentleman will allow the bill to be referred to 
|| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union and be printed. Gentlemen will then 
_ have an opportunity to examine this subject, and 
come to a vote upon it with a full knowledge of 
what they are doing. It can then be disposed of 
without any unnecessary or mischievous delay. 
Mr. PHELPS. I would be glad to gratify the 
gentleman from Tennessee, but he knows that 
| the Committee of the Whe’e on the state of the 


| 
| 
| 
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Union is the tomb of the Capulets, and if this 
bill goes there it will never be reached. That is 
my objection to the course suggested by the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.McMULLIN. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Missouri that he move to make this bill 
the special order for some future day. 

This is certainly a very important bill, as was 
remarked by the gentleman from Tennessee, and 
there are several gentlemen absent. Those of us 
here, who have not had the means of inferma- 





tion on the oe which the gentleman from | 


Missouri [Mr. Puecrs}] has had, are certainly 
entitled to some time to inform ourselves upon the 
subject, and more particularly when we have the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Haven] and 
the gentleman from Missouri differing as to what 
are the existing laws in relation to some of the 
foreign coins. Now, sir, I think it is but right 
that we should have two, three, or four days to 
examine the subject. I want to vote for the bill, 
and I am inclined to think I shall do so, if I can 
understand it. I hope, therefore, the gentleman 


will allow the bill to be postponed for three or | 


four days, and in the mean time have it referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, made a special order, and printed. 
Mr. PHELPS. I cannot comply with the re- 
quest of my friend who has just taken his seat. 
As I have stated, there are two objects in the 
bill: the first is to regulate the value of foreign 
coins, and prescribe in what manner they shall 


be received by the officers of the Government; | 
and the second is for the introduction of a new | 


cent coinage. It seems to me that no person can 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


1 
| 





New York is right in saying that certain foreign | 


coins are made a legal tender in payment of debt, 
this bill will only disturb the commercial value, 


and will not in any other way interfere with such | 


a law if it exists. 


Mr. HAVEN. My suggestion, I assure the | 
gentleman, was made upon an impression of the | 


moment on hearing the bill read, and I am not 


sure that [ heard it correctly. I did not then, and | 
do not now, intend to throw any obstacle in the | 
I only desire to | 


way of the passage of the bill 
remedy such defects as we well can. 
I am not quite certain that I am correct in my 


any law making foreign coin a legal tender. I 
know we have had such laws upon our statute- 


book, some of which have expired by their own | 
’ 


limitation—perhaps they have all so expired, but 
I think not. 

We have now in full force statutes regulating 
the value of foreign coin at our custom-houses. 
1 have such a one open before me. (United 
States Statutes at Large, vol. 9, p. 14.) 
the value of the specie dollar of Sweden and 
Norway—of Denmark; of the thaler of Prussia, 
and the northern States of Germany; the florin 
of the Austrian Empire, and of the city of Augs- 
burgh; the lira of the Lombardo-Venetian King- 
dom, and of Tuscany; the franc of France and 
Belgium; the lira of Sardinia; the ducat of Na- 

“les; the ounce of Sicily; and the pound of Eng- 

land. It may be that I have confused legal ten- 
der with commercial value, in my recollection 
on this subject, but I think not. I only desire to 
be well assured upon this subject, and if any for- 
eign coin is still a legal tender, then to have the 
bill so changed as to produce no sudden commo- 
tion in commercial transactions, into which this 
question may enter. 

Mr. PHELPS. The only other amendment 
which is proposed to the bill, is to strike out the 
word ‘* Superintendent”’ in the ninth section, and 
to insert the word * Director.’’ The object of 
this amendment is merely to designate the legal 
officer of the Mint. The person having charge of 
the Mint is styled ** Director” and not * Super- 
tendent.”’ I now demand the previous ques- 
tion.* 





* Appendix to Mr. Pugurs’s remarks. 


Mint or THe Unitrep States 
PumLavDetrnia, July 11, i856. 

Sin: Ina former communication respecting an alteration 
of the cent coinage I took occasion to say that I had re- 
quested the meiter and refiner to prosecute further exper- 
iments, with a view to the ascertainment of the most 
suitable alloy for that coinage. These experiments were 
not completed—chiefly because the Mint was in a disman- 
tled condition—when the bill relating to the coinage of 
cents was prepared, in the fifth section of which it was 





| 
i 





Mr. SPINNER. Will the gentleman permit 
me to move to amend the bill so as to obviate 
any constitutional objection which may be raised. 
I propose to strike out the words ‘legal tender,”’ 
and insert ** be received by the Government offi- 
cers.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Mis- 
souri will allow me, | will call his attention to 
one other point in the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order un- 
less the demand for the previous question be 
withdrawn. 


Mr. PHELPS. I will withdraw it, certainly, 


\if the gentleman from Alabama proposes to 


explain the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I cannot explain it, because 
I have had no opportunity to examine it. [ 
merely desire to ask a question. 

Mr. PHELPS. Very well; I will withdraw 
for that purpuse. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I find, by looking through 


| the Index to the Laws—for I have had no oppor- 





tel ni tether snag 
proposed to allow the proportion of metals in the new coin 
to be determined hereafter, in the manner therein stated. 
Subsequently, the Departinent and the Finance Committee 


| of the Senate deemed it proper that the proportion of 


metals should be authoritatively fixed by law, whereupon 
the section was amended as the bill subsequently passed 


| the Senate, in which it is enacted that the proportion of 
| other metals than copper shall not exceed five per cent. 


Recent experiments have induced us to prefer an alloy in 
which the proportion of other metal than copper shall be 
greater than is above stated—namely, an admixture in 
which in every hundred parts of weight of metal there shall 
be eighty-cight of copper and twelve of nickel. This alloy 
seems to possess al] the desirable characteristics for a cent 


: ; . yiece. I have accordingly caused some specimens to be 
now object to the bill. Even if the gentleman from ie <0 F 


struck, fifty pieces of which I send you by Mr. Colmesnil, 
an agent of the Department. ‘To prevent expense and de- 
lay we have used the half-cent dies. The specimens will 
show that the mixture receives a good impression from the 
dies, and exhibits its color and general appearance. 

it will be seen that, in its external charaeter, it differs en- 
tirely from gold, silver, and copper, preserving the pure red 
tone of the latter, with the light color of nickel. The color 
is peculiar, and it is believed will be more acceptable than 


any of the gray-white or brassy mixtures, or that in which | 
| the copper more largely prevails; for it seems to be desired 


by the public that not only a smaller cent than the one now 
in circulation should be struck, but that we should get rid 


| of copper, On account of its liability to blacken and become 


foul. 
The infusion of twelve per cent. of nickel—which is a 


| metal of considerable value—elevates the character of the 
impression in relation to the present existence of || 


maerial, and, besides the advantages of color and general 
appearance, will enable us to make the cent of less weight, 


| and, at the same time, preserve some just proportion be- 


tween the intrinsic and the nominal value of the coin. 
The present legal cent weighs one hundred and sixty-eight 
grains ; the specimens I send you weigh about seventy-two 
grains, and I propose that as a proper weight. It gives a 
sufficient seigniorage, and is represented by a convenient 
decimal—namely, fifteen (15) hundredths of an ounce— 
which will afford a proper facility in the calculations of 


| the Mint—they being kept, as you are aware, in troy ounce 


It fixes | 


| 
| 
1} 
| 





| servant, 


| Hon. James GuTuRie, 


and decimals of the ounce. 
* * * * * * * * * * ¥ 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your faithful 
JAMES ROSS SNOWDEN, 
Director of the Mint. 


Secretary of the Treasury, Washington city. 


Mint or THE UNITED States, 
PHILADELPHIA, July 18, 1856. 

Dear Sir: The interest you expressed to me in a cent 
coin, nearly two years since, emboldens me to-address you 
on the subject of the alloy, which I have lately made for 
the purpose, and a few samples of which were lately sent 
to you, | suppose, by the Director. 

At your suggestion, [ made, during leisure hours at the 
Mint, a large number of alloys, and obtained one with 
which I was satisfied, although it failed to please generally 
by its resemblance to silver. [subsequently made a large 
number of other alloys, on the same basis as the former, 
keeping one principle in view, viz: to make an alloy which 
shall retain the red tone of copper, lightened by the alloying 
metals, so that it would be distinct from brass, bronze, 
copper, gold, or silver, and yet would retain all other 
qualities of wear, boldness of impression, and beauty of 
color. Prior to the commencement of the Mint repairs, | 
had approached my aim so nearly that I felt confident of 
success as soon as [ could recommence my experiments. 
I have therefore regretted that the law now before the 
House should have been urged so far before I had a 
opportunity of obtaining my point. The alloy which I have 
now made meets the approbation of all the officers of the 
Mint, without exception, and they all regret that I had not 
succeeded before the present bill had passed the Senate. 
If it be not too late, I would respectfully urge your attention 
to this alloy as one so very superior to the one proposed in 
the bill. 

The latter will be searcely superior to pure copper in 


| wear, although beautiful when freshly issuing from the 


press, and I have = this argument nst its substitu- 
tion from the tirst. The samples which [ made more than 
a year ago, nearly of the same composition as the one [ 
now propose, have scarcely tarnished in that time. The 


new alloy I propose will be even less liable to tarnish, and 


| the extent of darkening change which it will undergo can 


L GLOBE. 









December 24, 
—— 
tunity to examine the matter except since the bij] 
was read—ihat the coin of many of the forej 
|, Governments has, from time to time, been made 
| a legal tender; but it has generally been done 
|| for.a period of years—sometimes for not more 
|| than two or three years. I do not know whether 
| all these terms have expired or not. If the gen. 
tleman from Missouri has examined the subject 
I hope he will satisfy the House in reference to 
| it. If not, it seems to me nothing more than 
|| reasonable that the bill should be referred to the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
|| Union, where it can be thoroughly examined. 
Mr. PHELPS. I have examined many if not 
all of these laws; and, as the gentleman from 
| Alabama has stated, they do make certain foreign 
| coins a legal tender for a limited period of time; 
but I am not aware that there is any law now in 
existence making any foreign coin a legal tender, 
I have been informed by a gentleman connected 
with the Government who ought to know, that 
no foreign coin is, under the existing laws, so 








be ascertained by wearing the samples of coin for a week 
in the present weather, which is most severely trying to 
the surtace of all metals. The advantages that occur to 
me in the use of my new alloy may be summed up thus: 

1. It is made of metals which have as definite a value as 
the usual articles of commerce, and the supply of which is 
unlimited. They are copper and nickel. 

2. It is sufficiently soft metal to receive a bold impression 
in coinage. 

3. It has a distinctive color, and cannot be confounded 
| with the metals or alloys used or proposed for coinage. 

4. It will abrade by wear less than copper, gold, or silver, 
or even than the proposed bronzed alloy. 

5. It will change color by darkening to a slight extent, 
but less than the bronzed cent, and much less than copper. 
It will alter less than the ordinary silver coin used on the 
| continent of Europe. 

6. Jt is made up of copper and nickel in such proportions 
that a cent piece may be made of about seventy grains 
weight; and yet the seigniorage on their manufacture and 
issue will not be exorbitant—much Jess, in fact, than on 
the bronzed cent proposed. 

The seigniorage will be ample to recall the old Spanish 
coin from circulation. 

7. The peculiar tone of color will render it difficult of 
close imitation ; and even if it could be counterfeited by a 
cheaper alloy, the difference in value would not yield a 
remuneration sufficient to cover the cost of manufacture 
and danger of detection, because a vast amount would have 
| to be foreed on the community before the aggregate profit 
would compensate cost. In view of these points of char- 
acter, I think that the alloy in question will prove a happy 
result from the suggestions on the subjeet in your official 
report, and [ doubt not that you could directly or mediately 
procure in the House (or its committee) a modification of 
the existing or proposed law. The admixture of the valu- 
able metal, nickel, will tend to give character to the new 
cent, and render it popular. 

I have the honor to be, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES C. BOOTH. 


PHILADELPHIA, December 17, 1856. 

My pear Sir: I hope you will not forget the cent bill 
which was referred to you by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. When [I had the pleasure of seeing you in Wash- 
ington last summer, you pointed out several desirable 
amendments to the bill. now desire to say that I most 
cheerfully acquiesce in the suggestions you made. The 
main object of the bill is to substitute a smaller and better 
cent for the present cumbrous and black coin. 

Isend you two specimens struck from the metal proposed, 
and of the size and weight of the coin, namely, eighty-eight 
per cent. copper, twelve per cent. nickel, weighing seventy- 
two grains. 

I concur with you that there is no propriety in making 
the small Spanish coin a legal tender. They will come to 
the melting pot under the provisions of this bill ; and nobody 
under any circumstances would think of tendering them 
in payment of a debt. The ninth section might very well 
be struck out. The Director of the Mint since 1794 has 

made an annual report for the calendar year, and the report 

of the Secretary of the Treasury embraces the coinage for 
the fiscal year. I see no propriety in making any change. 
The other amendments, posed in my letter to Mr. 
Guthrie, Secretary of the Treasury, dated April 22, 1856, a 
copy of which I saw in your hands, [ hope will receive 
| your favorable attention. 
I am not certain whether you have a copy of my letter 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated the llth of July 








last, and for fear it may have been mislaid, I send you here- 
with a copy. 1 do this because it presents my views more 
at length than I can now find time todo. I may add that 
the metal wears well, and keeps its color. I carried 4 
specimen in my pocket for several months to test it. 

When you have prepared the bill in accordance with 
your views, will you be so kind as to send me a copy? 

I trouble you with this communication because I am 
pressed on all hands, and from every quarter, for the new 
cent—in fact, the public are very anxious for its issue ; and 
I hope we may soon be authorized to issue them, and com- 
mence the withdrawal of the tcent from circulation, 
as well as the worn and y fractions of the dollar. 
As the bill is in your hands, we look to you for the passage 
of this useful and im t measure. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your friend 
and servant, J ROSS SNOWDEN. 
Hon. Mr. Pueips, Committee of Ways and Means, House 

of Representatives, Washington city. 
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received. We have fixed the commercial value of || shall be done, and will leave any member to name \ every proposition which is before the committee 





foreign coins, but this does not make them a legal 
tender. The bill under consideration does not | 
disturb those laws, but, on the contrary, provides | 
for the annual assay of foreign coins, from which 
their commercial value can be regulated. | 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I ask the gentleman || 
from Missouri to allow an amendment which I 
have prepared to be read at the Clerk’s table, for || 
the information of the House; and then, if he 
will permit me, I desire to make a remark or two || 
in connection with it. ; : 

Mr. PHELPS. I will yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I propose to offer 
the following amendment: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the second sec- 
tion of the act approved February 21, 1853, entitled “An 
act amendatory of papery bog relative to the half dollar, 
quarter dollar, dime, and half dime,” be and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 


Now, if the gentleman from Missouri will 
indulge me for a moment, I desire to say that, if 
this bill introduced by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri in behalf of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, which prapenas to change the existing | 
jaw in relation to the value of foreign coins, an 
also to regulate the coinage of the United States 
to some extent, is to pass, I should like to have 
the whole subject in connection with our coinage 

roperly considered. B 

[| desire further to say, that the second sec- 
tion of this act of 1853, by which our silver coin | 
was debased, and that debased coin made a legal || 
tender for all sums under five dollars, has had the | 
effect of building up bogus banks in the country 
without number—they all issuing notes of a | 
denomination not more than five dallace, which | 
they redeem with nothing but this debased coin, 
in half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes, and half 
dimes. Certainly every man in the country 
desires that such Sees Seats shall not be en- 
couraged; and as this act to which I have alluded 
is what alone gives them vitality, I hope there 
will be no objection to the introduction of an 
amendment for its repeal. I appeal to the cour- 
tesy of the gentleman from Missouri, therefore, 
to allow me to offer the amendment which I have 
read for information; and if he declines, I hope 
the House will vote down the demand for the 
previous question. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman misunder- 
stands the whole effect and tenor of the bill. 











This is a bill to regulate the value of certain for- 
eign coins, and it also provides for a new cent | 
coinage; but does not interfere with the silver 
coinage of the Government. I have made what 
seems to me to be « full explanation of the pro- 
visions of the bill, and believing that it ought to 
pass, I renew the call for the previous question. 

Mr. MORGAN. [I call for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the previous question. 

Mr.ORR. Are there amendments pending to 
this bill? 

The SPEAKER. Amendments have been re- 
ported from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and are pending to the bill. 

Mr. ORR. ave they been printed ? 

The SPEAKER. They have not. 

Mr. ORR. Has the House bill been printed ? | 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. ORR. I move, then, that the bill be laid 
upon the table; and upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McMULLIN. If the gentleman from 
South Carolina will withdraw his motion, and 
the gentleman from Missouri withdraw his de- 
mand for the previous question, will it not then 
be in order to move to postpone the bill to a day 
certain? 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I appeal to the gentleman | 
from South Carolina and the gentleman from 
Missouri, then, to allow that motion to be made. 

Mr. ORR. I will withdraw my motion to lay | 
on the table with a great deal of pleasure, if the | 
bill can be postponed. All I desire is, that the 
bill shall not be forced upon the House without 
even an opportnnity of reading it. 

Mr. P ELPs. 
nfatter upon the House. If the unanimous con- 
sent of the House shall be given sapeypete this 
bill to a day certain, so thatit may take precedence 
of all other business, | am perfectly willing that it 
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the day; but I am not willing to postpone the 
consideration of the bill, so that it will only come 
up in the last days of the session, when it will | 
be overridden by other business. I wish the | 
House to understand, that in the course I have | 
taken I have had no desire to preclude a proper 
examination of the bill. I will give way to the | 
suggestion in reference to the postponement of 
the subject, if the House wish to pursue that 
course. 

Mr. ORR. This bill has been this morning 
reported by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
as I understand it. If it is postponed until this 
day two weeks, will it then come up as the first 
business in order? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There area good 


many provisions in this bill, and many of them || 


are very important. Now, sir, if this bill is 
postponed to a day certain and then comes up in | 
the House, we shall have perhaps the first sec- | 
tion of the bill read and one amendment offered, | 
when some gentleman will move the previous 

question, and there will be no further opportunity | 
to perfect the bill. Now, I apprehend that the 
only way in which you can have this bill full 

and fairly considered by the House, is to refer it | 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, where we can go through with the | 
whole bill and perfect it. 


|| they will then consider the bill, or not? 


|| must then come u 





of postponing the bill to be considered in the 
House for the purpose of perfecting it. If that 
is done, you must take the bill as it is. You 
cannot go through it section by section as you 
may do in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union for amendment. If it is proposed 
to postpone the bill until some future day to be 
considered in the House, I move to lay the bill 
on the table; and the House may agree to the 
motion or vote it down, as they choose. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. I wish to say a single 
word in reference to a remark made by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, who has just taken his 
seat. He says it is a mockery for the House to 
postpone the consideration of this bill to a day 
certain, with a view of perfecting it, and tells us 
that we had better refer it to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. Now, there 
is no man in this House who is better qualified 
than the gentleman from Tennessee to understand 
what will be the effect of sending this bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
He knows perfectly well that if this bill is sent to 
committee br discussion and amendment, it will 
never be reached on the Calendar, and never be 
heard of again this session. It is of the utmost 
importance to my constituents, and to the coun- 
try generally, that this bill should be passed; and 
while I have no wish to cut off amendment or 
discussion, I object to the reference of the bill to 


the Committee of the Whole. ' 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. -I inquire if this 
discussion is in order? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I call for the regular 
order of business, and object to discussion. 

Mr. COMINS. This is a bill of too much 
importance, altogether, to be pressed — the 
House under the previous question. The com- 
mercial interests of | the country may be subserved 
by it—they may be very much deranged and 
embarrassed under its eee I will suggest 
to the gentleman from Missouri to have the bill 
and amendments postponed to this day two weeks, 
and printed. 

Mr. PHELPS. I was about to make that 
motion. I would inquire of the Chair if this 
will interfere with any special order that has 
been made? 

The SPEAKER. The first and third Tuesdays 
of January have been set apart as special orders. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then this proposition will 
not interfere with them; and I move to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill until this day 
two weeks, and that it be printed. 


Itisa eer to talk || 


—— 





epee 


| is under the: control of a majority of that com- 


mittee, and can be reached in committee. Unless 
there is a special order before the committee, it 
_ is within the power of the committee at any time 
to lay aside the first bill on the Calendar, and 


|| take up the next, to lay that aside, and so on, 
e 


| until they have reached the bill which they desire 


|| to consider, and they can dispose of that first. 


| All the preference that is given by the rules to 
| the appropriation bills is that any member can 
| call for the consideration of one of such bills; 
| and the question is put to the committee whether 
If the 
majority decide not to take it up, no member can 
| call it up against the will of the majority. They 
in the regular order of busi- 
| ness on the Calendar. 
| Now, sir, “— will put one of those railroad 
bills, or one of those fire bills, or some bill in- 
| volving the appropriation of millions from the 
| Treasury, into Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, I will guaranty that it will 
be reached before the 4th of March. But if this 


bill is to be considered in the House it will be 


|| put through under the previcus question, without 


| any epeneeenee whatever to examine or perfect 

it. All I ask is that the bill shall have a fair 
| consideration; and I repeat, that if it is referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, it will be as much under the control of 
| the committee as it is now under the control of 
the House; and that is the only place where it 
can be properly considered and matured. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. This is the same disser- 
| tation which we have heard from the gentleman 
from Tennessee twenty times before. Every 
time a bill is presented which he wishes to 
| strangle, he moves to refer it to the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union, although he 
knows perfectly well that, under the practice of 
the House, the effect of the reference is to destroy 
the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. A. good many 
bills which the gentleman from New York advo- 
cates ought to be strangled in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, or somewhere 
else. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Ican only say that it seems 
| to me that the friends of this bill have taken the 
most effectual mode of killing it, by attempting 
to force it through the House. 

Mr. STANTON. Lhope this bill will be post- 
poned, and made the special order for the day 
which the gentleman from Missouri has named. 

The SPEAKER. It can be made the special 
order only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object; and in- 
- upon my motion that the bill be laid on the 
table. 








The motion was not agreed to. 
The bill was then postponed for two weeks; 
and, with the amendments, ordered to be printed. 


REFERENCE OF PAPERS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The memorial of 
J.J. Morrison and others, in reference to the 
revenue cutter McClelland, has been imeeepeely 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
I move that that committee be discharged from 
its further consideration, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I have another 
bill which the committee have instructed me to 


report back. 

Mr. STANTON. I would inquire ifthe morn- 
ing hour has expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 


Mr. STANTON. I move, then, thatthe House 
proceed to the business on the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope the House 
will first dispose of this bill. 
| Mr. SranTon’s motion was disagreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 





I have no desire to force any | 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that when 


|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think no good irgin ’ 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Satur- 


|| purpose will be attained by this postponement, so 

|| far as the perfecting of the bill isconcerned. But — 

1 will say to the gentleman from New York, Ir. COBB, of Georgia. For the purpose of 

| {[Mr. Wakeman,] who seems to think that our testing the sense of the House, I move to amend 
thing that is referred to the Committee of the || the motion so as to adjourn to Friday, instead of 

'| Whole on the state of the Union will never be |} Saturday. 

'| heard of again—that it is dead and buried—that Mr. JONES, of Tenneseec. 1 think the Chair 
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has already decided that such motion 18 not 
amendable, 

The SPEAKER. Inthe optainon of the Chair, 
the motion, being one that may be repeated an 
indefintte number of umes, ought not to be amend- 
able. The Chair, however, understands that the 
practice of the House has been otherwise, and 
therefore decides the amendment to be in order. 


Mr. GROW. Is not next Friday objection 


da ,? 
Phe SPEAKER. It is. 
Mr. GROW. Thenl hope the House will! not 
adjourn until Satarday. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 
and nays upon the amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 79; as follows: 
VEAS — Mesers. Aiken, Albright, Allen, Barbour, Bar 
clay, Barksdale, Hendley 8. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, 
Bingbam, Ulises, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Burtin 
ame, Carnthers, Chaffee, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
jameson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Crawford, 
Oumback, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Dodd, Etheridge, 
Fiagier, Foster, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Robert 
0. Hall, Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hodges, Hollo- 
way, Thomas R, Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, 
Jewett, Keisey, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, MeCarty, Killian Miller , 
Morgan, Morrill, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Parker, 
Peck, Pennington, Perry, Pike, Puryear, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Scou, Sherman, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, 
Bneed, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Tappan, 
Thorington, Trafton, Vail, Wade, Walbridge. Warner, Cad- 
walader ©. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Wat 
ron, Welch, Wells, Williams, Woodruff, and Woodworth 
an 97 
NAVS — Mesers. Allison, Ball, Henry Bermett, Branch, 
Brooks, James HU. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskic, 
Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Comins, Cox, Craige, 
Davidson, Heury Winter Davis, Denver, Dick, Dickson, 
Durtee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Eustis, Evans, Florence, 
Gamett, Gilbert, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Samp- 
eon W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Houston, Haghston, 
George W. Jones, Kelly, Knight, Knox, Mace, Maxwell, 
MeMullin, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Mott, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Pearce, Pelton, Pettit, Phelps, 
Powell, Pringle, Quitman, Ready, Ritchie, Robbins, Robi 
eon, Sandidge, Savage, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Spinner, Stranahan, Taylor, Thurston, Tnippe, Underwood, 
Wakeman, Waldron, Walker, Ellihu B. Washburne, Whit 
ney, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—79. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Smirn’s motion 
as amended. 

Mr. RITCHIE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 100, nays 64; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allen, Allison, Barbour, 
Barclay, Hendley 8. Bennett, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Brenton, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Ca 
ruthers, Caskie, Chaffee, Clawson, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson RK. W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, 
Crawford, Cumback, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Ether- 
idge, Eustis, Flagler, Foster, Galloway, Garnett, Giddings, 
Goode, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Harrison, Haven, 
Hodges, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor 
ton, Howard, Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Killian Miller, Millson, 
Morgan, Morrill, Nichols, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Paine, 
Parker, Peck, Phelps, Pringle, Poryear, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sage, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, 
Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, Tappan, Thurston, 
Vail, Wade, Walbridge, Warner, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Terac] Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Wil- 
liame, Winslow, Woodruff, and Woodworth—100, 

NAYS — Messrs. Ball, Barksdale, Benson, Branch, 
Brooks, Lewis D. Campbell, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, 
Comins, Craige, Cullen, Denver, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, 
Emrie, Florence, Giibert, Greenwood, Augustus Hail, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L, Harris, Herbert, Houston, 
Hughston, George W. Jones, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Lindley, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Maxwell, MeCarty, 
MeMuilin, Smith Miller, Millward, Mott, Andrew Oliver, 
Orr, Pelton, Perry, Quitman, Ready, Ritchie, Robbins, 
Sandidge, Sapp, William R. Smith, Spinner, Talbou, Tay 
lor, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Underwood, Wal- 
dron, Walker, Elihu B. Washburne, Watson, Whitey, 
Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—64. 


So the motion as amended was agreed to. 
CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means, reported back a bill 
(H. R. No. 608) to regulate the disbursements of 
the contingent expenses of Congress, with an 
amendment. Mr. C. asked that the bill should 
be put upon its passage, and demanded the pre- 
vious question, 

The bill provides that all moneys appropriated 
for the contingent expenses of the Senate or 
House of Representatives shall be disbursed by 
the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the 
House, respectively, upon accounts which shall 
have been examined and approved by the com- 


|| now than we have done before. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
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Mittees a pointed for such purpose by the re- | 


spective Houses, and certified by the chairman 


of such committee, and not otherwise; and such | 


accounts, When so approved and certified, shal! 
be admitted and passed by the accounting officers 
of the Treasury. 

The amendment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means was reported, and is as follows: 


Aud it shall be the duty of the accounting officers of the 
Treasury to settle the said accounts of the Secretary of the 
Senate and of the Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
respectively, at the end of each and every quarter during 
the sessions of Congress: Provided, That nothing bercin 
contained shall authorize the payment of any money ander 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of July 7, 
1856, directing the Clerk to furnish and deliver to each of 
the members and Delegates of the House of the present 
Congress certain books, until an appropriation shall have 
been made specifically for that purpose. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the gentleman will 
not insist upon his call fort ——— question. 
I wish to know the reasons for the passage of 
this bill. I desire that all the guards thrown 
about the disbursement of the contingentexpenses 
of Congress shall be still retained. We have 
heretofore got along pretty well. A bill came 
here from the Senate, some two or three years 
ago, proposing to put the accounts of that body 
on the same footing that they are, | imagine, put 
upon by this bill. I opposed that bill then, and 
it was rejected by the House by a decisive ma- 
jority." Now, unless there is some pressing 
necessity for so doing, I do not wish to increase 
the facilities for expending the contingent funds 
of the Houses of Congress. If the gentleman, 
therefore, does not present urgent reasons for the 
passage of the bill he has just reported, I shall 
be compelled to vote against it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The inquiry of 
the gentleman from North Carolina would seem 
to imply that there is a want of integrity on the 

vart of the Committee of Accounts of this House, 
but I do not suppose that such was the gentle- 
man’s intention, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not know how the 
gentleman can put that construction on my re- 
marks. I said that we had got along for a great 
many years in a certain way; and inquired the 
reason for the removal of any of the present 
restriction on the disbursement of the contingent 
funds of the two Houses of Congress? Why 


change what we have got along with so satisfac- | 


torily heretofore ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. By a rule of the 
House, as | explained the other morning when 
this bill was reported, the disbursing officer of 
the contingent fund is authorized only to lay out 
that fund upon the certificates of the chairman of 
the Committee of Accounts. I understand thatthe 
Comptroller of the Treasury does not recognize 
the rule of this House as a law of Congress. 
Difficulties have arisen, or are likely to arise, in 
regard to it. This bill simply proposes that the 
respective Committees on Accounts of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives shall audit the 
accounts of the respective bodies to be disbursed 
from the contingent fund; and that upon their 

| certificate the Clerk shall make payment—in fine, 
that that certificate shall be received at the Treas- 
ar There can aertainly be no impropriety in 
this. » 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Are there any rules in 
force at the Treasury now which were not here- 
tofore in force? Some reply in the affirmative, and 
others in the negative. I be 
during the last Congress the House, after a little 
discussion, rejected a bill similar to this, for the 
benefit of the Senate only. Now, while I make 
no question as to the honesty of our officers, I do 
not see why we should trust them any further 


1 do not see an 
force in the allusion of the gentleman to the bill 
rejected during the last Congress. This bill sim- 
| ply proposes that the vouchers of the disbursing 
officers, with the sanction of the certificates of the 
Committee on Accounts, shall be received by the 
Treasury Depariment. I call for the previous 
question, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I appeal to the 
gentleman to withdraw the call for the previous 
uestion. Let us investigate this bill in the 
ouse. 
from discussion. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


In reply to the 


leave to say that | 


If it is all right, it has nothing-to fear | 





December 24, 








ne 


appeal of the gentleman from Tennessee, | will 

say, that this bill was reported several days ago. 

and upon the AREER of the gentleman from, 

| Alabama, {Mr. Housron,] late chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, it was post. 
poned, and ordered to be printed, in order that 
gentiemen might have an .opportunity of exay. 
ining it, 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. But I would ask 
the gentleman what good the printing of a bjjj 
can do, if we are cut off from saying one word 
about it by the previous question? Let us have 
an opportunity to get at the merits of this )jj} 
and show whether there is any necessity for it, | 
take it upon myself to say, thatit is a bill which 
cannot stand investigation, for, in m Opinion, it 
is one to relieve the disbursing officer of this 
House from all control of the accounting officers 
of the Treasury. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to lay the bij 
upon the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will my colleague on the 
Committee of Ways and Means withdraw his 
call for the previous question, and let gentlemen 
have an opportunity to assail this bill, if they 
choose? I am confident that this bill can stand 
scrutiny, and I want gentlemen to have an Oppor- 
tunity to test it. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I suggest to my col- 
league on the Committee of Ways and Means 
to move to refer this bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, in order that 
it may be kept before the House and discussed, 
Like the gentleman from Virginia, I am willing 
to discuss this bill—I am willing that it should 
be open for investigation and amendment; and, 
therefore, I make the suggestion to the chairman 

_of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I fear that were 
I to adopt the suggestion of my colledgue it would 
result in the defeat of this bill. I know that the 
merits ef this bill will bear investigation and 
the most careful scrutiny. The Committee of 
Ways and Means were, I believe, unanimous in 
agreeing to the report. As the effect of adopting 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Georgia 
would probably be to defeat the bill, I must 
decline to withdraw my demand for the previous 
question. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then I hope the bill will 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. ORR. I would suggest to the gentleman 
from North Carolina to withdraw his motion to 
lay the bill upon the table, and let us see if we 
cannot defeat the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. He can afterwards renew it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will do sd. 

Mr. ORR. I call for tellers upon the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I withdraw m 
demand for the previous question; and in accord- 
ance with the appeal ane to me by the gentle- 
men from Georgia and Virginia, I will move to 
recommit this bill tothe Committee of Ways and 
Means, and that it be printed; and upon that 

| motion I demand the previous question. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to Jay the 
_ bill upon the table. : 

Mr. ORR. Did not the gentleman from Ohio 
withdraw the demand for the previous question? 

The SPEAKER. He did, but renewed it. 

Mr. STANTON. What will be the effect of 

| the previous question upon the motion to recom- 

mit: 

| The SPEAKER. It will bring the House first 

_to a vote upon the motion to recommit to the 
ee of Ways and Means, and then upon 
| the bill. 

| _Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman from 

| Ohio allow the House to have an opportunity to 


| > . . 
| vote upon a motion to commit this bill to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union? 1 think the bill ought to go there. We 
|| are proposing to change a law which has existed 
| since 1789, passed by men as pure and as good 
| as we are; and [ hope the gentleman will allow 
, the House to have some opportunity to investi- 
|| gate it, either here or in the Committee of. the 
|| Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It has been 
| printed, 


I insist upon my 


|" Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, but the bill cannot be 
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Hoese to canvass opinions together, = 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Is it in order 
sp ove that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER, itis in order. — 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the 

ouse were to resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole upon the state of the Union, would 
not the motion of the gentleman from Ohio be | 
fret in order when the committees are next called 
for reports 

The 5 1 
in order at the next session of the House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then I. 
submit the motion T have indicated. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for tellers. || 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Goope and 
Gatoway were appointed. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to inquire whether 
this bill,as it now'stands befere the 


question has been withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
renewed the demand for the previous question 
upon the motion to recommit. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to go 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of || 


the Union, in orderto take up some of the appro- 
priation bills. 7 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I desire to inquire of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


if his object in calling the previous ques- |) 
a J ir P a || [Renewed laughter. 


tion is simply to keep the bill before the House ? 





amined until an opportunity is given to the 


? 
SPEAKER. It would be the first thing || 


ouse, cannot || 
ye discussed and examined here? The previous || 


|| bill, but before he had finished, 


|| order in Committee of the Whole. 





Résolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, requested to communicate to this House the de- 
cision of the First Comptroller of the Treasury upon the 
| claim of the employés of the House to extra compensation 

under the resolution of this House of the first session of 
this Congress. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
The question then recurred upon Mr. Camp- | 
BELL’s motion; and being taken, the motion was | 
| agreed to. 
| So the rules were suspended; and the House | 


|| accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Sarr 
| in the chair.) 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


I move that the 


for the consular and diplomatic expenses of the 
| Government for the year ending June 30, 1858, 
| be taken up for consideration. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, asked that the | 
first reading of the bill be dispensed with. 
Mr. EDIE objected. 
The Clerk then commenced the reading of the | 





| Mr. FLORENCE said: Mr. Chairman, these 

| names are entirely too hard to be considered by | 
so thin a House asthis. I move that the House | 
jadjourn. [Laughter.] 
| The CHAIRMAN. The 


motion is not in 


Mr. FLORENCE. I move, then, that the 
committee take a recess until Tuesday next. 


The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not in | 





Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. That is the only | 


object of it. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
commit the bill keeps it before the House, as I 


understand it, and therefore, if he withdraws the | : sed 
|| length in defense of the bill, introduced by him | 


demand for the previous question, there will be 
no difficulty about the matter, and gentlemen can 


discuss it now, Or we can go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and dis- | 


cuss it hereafter. The whole difficulty arises 
from making the call for the previous question, 
which is unnecessary for the purpose for which 
itismade. I suggest that the gentleman with- 
draw it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
that, if the call for the previous question is sus- 
tained, it will bring the House to a vote upon the 
motion to recommit, and then upon the bill itself. 


The motion to recommit alone will bring the bill | 
up in order during the morning hour of the next | 


session of the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
demand for the previous question, and move that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


Tennessee withdraw the motion to lay the bill | 


upon the table ? 

_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will withdraw 
it; but when the bill comes up again the gentle- 
man from Ohio will have the floor, and will again 


demand the previous question, and thusall debate 
will be cut off. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I hope the gentleman || 


from Tennessee will be considered, by general 


consent, as entitled to the floor whén this ques- || 


ton comes up again. There is no disposition 
a the part of the Committee of Ways and 

tans to avoid discussion of this bill. I trust 
that the gentleman Will be considered as entitled 
to the floor upon the motion to recommit, and 
that will be a guarantee that there will be discus- 
810n upon the bill. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I hope this bill will be 
referred back to the Committee of Ways nnd 
Means, with instructions to report to this House 
the existing law upon the subject, the evil arisi 


under it, and the remedy which is proposed. | 


Let us have the facts. 
The SPEAKER. 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. JONES, of Temmessee. 


a in this matter, except to see what is ri 
one, 


Opinion, will be the effect of its passage. 
Mr. ORR. Loma 


The motion to re- | 


I withdraw the | 


The motion pending is the | 
|| Mr. CHAPMAN, by unanimous consent, and 
L have no inter- | in pursuance of previous notice, introduced bills 


I ask the unanimous consent of 


order. 


Mr. 


|, at the first session of the present Congress, to || 


expedite the settlement of land claims m Califor- 

nia. He replied to the positions assumed by his 
| colleague [Mr. eee in opposition to the bill, 
|, and contended that had it passed it would have 
|| afforded speedy justice to claimants under Mex- 
ican and Spanish grants. The speech will be 
found in the Appendix. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am instructed 
| by the Committee of Ways and Means to move 
several verbal amendments to the pending bill. 

Mr. ORR. There is no quorum present. 

Mr. STANTON. 


ment to the bill, and cannot consent to its being 
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granting lands for a University therein, and for 


_ bill of the House (No. 607) making appropriations | 


|; government, preparator 


|| States. 


The Clerk then concluded the first reading of \ 
| the bill. | i : 
| HERBERT addressed the committee at || CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF CONGRESS. 


|| and this call seeks to place the House in what I 


I desire to offer an amend- || 


| taken out of the Committee of the Whole at this | 


time. I move that the committee do now rise. 
|| The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


| 
| Union had, according to order, had the state of 


the Union generally under consideration, and 
| particularly a bill ( 


thereon. 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF CONGRESS— 
AGAIN. 


contingent funds of both Houses of Congress. I 


| addition to that resolution: 


And that the Attorney General be requested to furnish 
this House with his dpinion on the said claim under the 
said resolution, and the law making an appropriation at the 
} Same session to enable the Clerk to comply therewith. 


| Mr. ORR. 
} agreed to. 
|| The amendment was agreed to. 


TERRITORIAL BELLS. 





I hope the amendment will be 





right | of the following titles; which were-severally read 
I hope the bill will be referred to the || a first and second time, and referred as indicated 
reasury Department to aseertain what, in their 


below: . 
| A bill to establish the office of surveyor gen- 
| eral of Nebraska, and for the relief of settlers on 





the House to introduce the following resolution: || school lands in the Territory of Nebraska, and 


| 


resumed the Chair, Mr. Sapp reported that the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


| 


‘| to call upon the Attornéy General 
.R No. 607) making appro- | 
|| priations for the consularand diplomatic expenses | 
of the Government for the year ending the 30th | 
of June, 1858, and had come to no resolution | 


| formation relative to the disbursements of the || 


beg leave to offer the following amendment as an |) 
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other purposes. 
Public Lands. 

A bill to establish an additional land district in 
the Territory of Nebraska. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. . 

A billto complete the Capitol building at Omaha 
City, in the Territory of Habraiia. and for secur- 
ing to said Seeny, the square on which said 
Capitol building is being erected, and the other 
public grounds in said city, and for other pur- 
— Referred to the Committee on Public 

ands. 


A bill for the construction of a road in the Ter- 
ritory of Nebraska. Referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. RICE, by unanimous consent, and in pur- 


Referred to the Committee on 


|| suance of previous notice, introduced bills of 


the following tides; which were severally read a 


| first and second time, and referred as indicated 


below: 

A bill to authorize the people of the Territory 
of Minnesota to form a constitution and State 
to their admission into 
the Union on an equal footing with the original 
Referred to the Committee on Terri- 
tories. 

A bill authorizing the eer of count 
courts in the Territory of Minnesota. Referre 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to create the office of surveyor general 


|, of public lands in the Territory of Minnesota. 


Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. DENVER, by unanimous consent, intro- 


|, duced a joint resolution in relation to the accounts 


of Clinton Benham and David F. Douglass; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


AGAIN. 


| Mr. MILLSON. The House, a few moments 
ago, adopted, on motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Campsett,] an amendment to the 
resolution of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
{[Mr. Orr,] which was adopted this morning. 
At that time I suposed that the Attorney General 
/had given an opinion on the question, and that 
the House was merely calling for that informa- 
tion. I am- now jalemend that the Attorney 
General has given no opinion on the subject, 


regard the humiliating attitude of calling upon 
the Attorney General to pronounce an opinion 
upon the construction of one of our own resolu- 
tions. I am not willing to do that; and therefore 
| I move to reconsider the vote by which the Howse 
agreed to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio. 
The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
will be entered. 


Mr. MILLSON. I think it hardly respectful 





Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. [understood the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Orr} to 
adopt my amendment as a part of the original 
resolution, by common consent. I think there is 

/as much propriety in asking the opinion of the 
Attorney General, as in asking the opinion of 
| any other officer; and if the motion of the gentle- 


Mr. CAMPBELL. of Ohio. ‘A resolution was | man from Virginia is merely to reconsider the 
r. CA] : ¢ ‘ 

| passed this morning, on motion of the gentleman | . te ‘Ue which t 
1 From South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] calling for in- | MAES "REVO WO "reCnenIS Sey VOW, Uy Sees ae 


| vote by which my amendment was adopted, I 


|| original resolution was adopted. 
Mr. AKERS. I move that the Heuse donow 
|, adjourn. 
r. ORR. I was desirous of getting the 
|| information. I wanted the decision of the First 
| Comptroller of the Treasury. The resolution 
|| was adopted. The gentleman from Ohio desired 
| additional information. I hati no objection, nor 
| have I any, to getting information from an 
/source. I do not know that it is usual to call 
| upon the Attorney General for opinions. I have 
no sort of objection to the proposition of the 
entleman from Ohio; but I am desirous that the 
Louse shall act upon the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio, for the reason that the bill which has 
been reported will soon be before the House 
_again for action; and I want that information 
|| before the House when we are called upon again 
|, to act. If the motion to reconsider is now en- 
'| tered, but not acted on, we shall not have that 
information, 
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Mr. MILLSON. It is hardly necessary for 
me to say that it is from no disposition not to 
receive the opinion of the Attorney General upon 
the subject, that [ have interposed my objection. 
I attach importance to the views of the Attorney 
General. made the objection because I thought 
we were not doing justice to him, a rong him 
in a proper relation to the House, or doing justice 
to the dignity of the House, in calling upon him 
foran opinion. We have no right toask him for 
an opinion at all; and if we have 

Mr. AKERS. I desire to know what becomes 
of my motion to adjourn? 

Mr. STANTON. What will be the effect of 
an adjournment upon the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina? 

The SPEAKER. It is pending upon a motion 
to reconsider. , 

Mr. STANTON. Does the motion to recon- 
sider apply to the resolution of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, as well as to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio? 

The SPEAKER. To the whole resolution. 

Mr. MILLSON. As the motion to reconsider 





can be made at asubsequent session of the House, 
and as I have indicated the suggestions I desired 
to make, in order to call the attention of the 
louse to the subject of a departure from its usual 


course, | will withdra@ the motion to reconsider. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Then I withdraw 


my motion to reconsider. 

The question was taken on Mr. Axers’s mo- 
tion, and it was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
three o’clock and twenty minutes) the House ad- 


journed until Friday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, December 26, 1856. 


Hon. Joun Beir, of Tennessee, appeared in his 
seat to-day. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Steruen P. Hint. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the reading of the 
Journal was dispensed with. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuxtom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills and joint 
resolution: 

Joint resolution (S. No. 44) granting further 
time to the creditors of Texas to present their 
claims, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. No. 614) making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stip- 
ulations with various Indian tribes, for the year 
ending 30th of June, 1858; ; 

A bill (GH. R. No. 581) making appropriations 
for the support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1858; and 

A bill (Hl. R. No. 582) making appropriations 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1858. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, an estimate of the cost of extendin 
the United States arsenal at Fayetteville, Nort 
Carolina; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of War, communicating, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate, copies of 
all letters from Colonel E. V. Sumner to the War 
Department, or to Governor Shannon, relative 
to Kansas affairs, not heretofore communicated; 
which was read, and, on the motion of Mr. 
Dover, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


HARBOR OF DUBUQUE. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa, submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate any reports, estimates, and 
information which may have been communicated to the 
War Department, or Topographical Bureau, from Colonel 
8. H. Long, late superintendent of western river and har- 
bor improvements, or by the agents in charge thereof, in 
relation to the Des Moines and Rock river rapids, and the 
harbor at Dybuque, Towa. 
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WRECKS ON THE COAST OF NEW JERSLY. | over from Tuesday to to-day, and then to adjourn 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, submitted the 
following resolution; which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to report to this body, whether more efficient means cannot 


| be devised than are now provided for the preservation of | 


the lives of seamen and passengers wrecked on the coast 
of New Jersey and Long Island; and also whether, in his 
opinion, pensions should not be granted to the families of 
such persons as lose their lives in endeavoring to rescue 
the lives of others shipwrecked on our coast. 

PETITION. 

Mr. ADAMS presented the petition of Neal 
Smith, administrator of Arthur Sizemore, and of 
John Semi, alias Semmance or Semoice, friendly 
Creek Indians, praying indemnity for spoliations 
committed upon their property by hostile Creeks 
in 1813 and 1814; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be 
no further morning business the special orders of 
the day will be taken up. The first resolution 
in order is the resolution submitted by the Sen- 
ator from Arkansas [Mr. an to print the 
report of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I ask that that resolution 
may be permitted to lie on the table for the pres- 
ent, as I have not yet received the estimate of the 
cost of printing. 

The resolution was passed over accordingly. 


PRINTING OF SENATE DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Print- 


ing, to whom was referred a resolution submitted 
by Mr. Firzparrick on the 15th of December, 
respecting the number of copies of the Journal, 
executive and miscellaneous documents, and 
reports of committees, to be printed forthe Senate, 
reported it without amendment. 

The PRESIDENT stated the question to be 
on concurring in the report of the committee. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, permit me to re- 
mark that, when the Senate adjourned on Tues- 
day, it was with the general understanding that 
no business would be done to-day; I therefore 
— the expediency of the course which the 

enate is pursuing. 

Mr. RUSK. s the Senator rose, I also took 
the floor for the purpose of moving an adjourn- 
ment to Monday next. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I concur with the Senators 
in their understanding of the intention of the Sen- 
ate on that subject, and I have no desire to violate 
it; but this is a matter which is connected with 
the business of the Senate to which there can be 
no objection. The resolution which I have re- 
ported proposes to fix the usual number of bills 
and documents printed for the use of the Senate 
at fourteen hundred and twenty. Hitherto the 
number has been fourteen hundred; but it fre- 
quently happens that Senators require a larger 
number of interesting documents, and the addi- 
tion of twenty, which will be ordered by the 
adoption of this resolution, it is believed will be 
sufficient to meet the extraordinary demands. 

The report was concurred in. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The three general appropriation bills received 
this morning from the House of Representatives, 
making appropriations for the next fiscal year 
for the Indian department, the Military Acad- 
emy, and invalid pensions, were severally read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

TEXAS DEBT BILL. 

A message was received from the House of 
pepper Cu..om, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the — had signed an enrolled 
joint resolution (S. No. 44) granting further time 
to the creditors of Texas to present their claims , 
and for other purposes; and it was then signed 
by the President pro tempore. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand the Senator 
from Texas desires to make a motion: if not, I 
will move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. RUSK. I move that when the Senate 
adjourns, it be to Monday next. 

r. COLLAMER. I desire to inquire what 
is the record of Tuesday last in relation to the 
adjournment? I understand it was to adjourn 














|| over to Monday next. If that be so, | Wish to 


raise a question of order upon it. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary 


will read it. 


The Secretary read from the Journal 
day last, as follows: Of Tue. 


**On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was 

“‘ Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to Frida 
next; and when the Senate adjourn on riday, it be to M ’ 
day next.”’ 7 


Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to inquire whet), 
a resolution passed at our last sitting to adjourn 
from this day to Monday next, is binding on the 
Senate now? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
of opinion that a resolution to adjourn for mon 
than three days is of no binding force, and that i 
is within the power of the Senate to proceed to- 
a Page business, if it thinks proper. 

r. COLLAMER. It is my opinion that sy} 
a record as that which has been read should not 
be permitted to remain onthe Journal. Inasmuch 
as it is an evasion of the Constitution, it jg jp. 
operative on the Senate; it has no binding force: 
and therefore I move to correct the J ournal; and 
I wish to protest against such a practice. 

Mr. ADAMS. I concur with the Senator 

from Vermont in the views which he has ey. 

ressed as to the practice of adopting such orders 
in advance; but . question the propriety of the 
mode which he suggests to get at a remedy, [tig 


| not too late to move to reconsider the vote adopting 


the order to which the honorable Senator objecis. 

Mr. COLLAMER. If there be any embgr. 
rassment in pursuing the course which I have 
suggested, I will adopt the Senator’s suggestion, 
and move a reconsideration. 

Mr. ADAMS. As it is believed that the order 
which has been read is not binding on the Senate 
to-day, it may be reconsidered, and then s 
changed and adopted as to make it conform to 
the understanding of the Senate at its adjoun- 
ment on Tuesday. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It strikes me that the diff- 
culty is not so great as Senators seem to imagine 
The Senate has fixed its time of meeting at twelve 
o’clock each day; and cannot we also make a per- 
manent order by which the Senate may adjourn 
for two days at a time? We have as much power 
to adjourn for two days as we have to adjourn 
for twelve hours. It 1s certainly in the power of 
the Senate to reconsider the order which has been 
P— ,and go on with the business of the Senate; 

ut I see no constitutional difficulty in the way 
to prevent an adjournment to Monday under the 
existing order. We may provide by our rules 
for adjournments three days at a time, and there- 
fore we certainly have the power in this manner 
to adjourn to Monday. 

Mr. SLIDELL. [offered the resolution which 
is now the subject of discussion, and I offered it 
in conformity with what I believed to be the 
established usage of the Senate. I do not know 
how far back the practice dates, but we all know 
that it was twice pursued during the first session 
of the present Congress. By reference to the 
Journal, it will be found that some time i or 
about the month of May, the Senate adjourned 
from Monday to Thursday, and again from Thurs- 
day to Meander, Provision was made in advance 
for two or three consecutive adjournments, be- 
cause some members of the Senate were called to 
Cincinnati to attend the Democratic president! 
nominating Convention. The same practice Was 
pursued for the accommodation of gentlemen wl 
desired to attend the Philadelphia Convention. 

I would not have offered the resolution whic 
I submitted on Tuesday if I had not suppo 
that it was in strict conformity with the usage o! 
the Senate. 1 did not hear all that was said by 
the Senator from Vermont, as I arrived in the 
Chamber while he was speaking; but | canne! 
see any force in his constitutional objection 
We agreed on Tuesday last to meet on Friday: 
and if there is any urgency that makes it nece* 
sary to transact business to-day, I suppose ‘° 
Senate would not hesitate to do-it. But if ther: 
be no urgent, important business to be ae, 
cannot see why the Journal should be corrects 
There are some twenty Senators absent who : 
not expect that any business would be don 


to-day. ; 
Mr. SEWARD. I agree that we cannot 
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: ] 
iourl constitutionally for more than three days 
0 : 


one time; and I agree also, that it is an adjourn- 
of pt practically for more than three days, if on 
Tuesday we pass a resolution to adjourn to Fri- 
dev, and that on Fridsy we will do no business, 
but adjourn to Mondey 

Mr. SLIDELL. T 
the resolution. \ 

Mr. SEWARD. Such a resolution would be 
. evasion of the Constitution, and in that form 
cial be objectionable; but as the resolution 
gands it is this—that when the Senate adjourns 
to-day it be to meet on Friday, and when the 
senate adjourns on Friday it be to Monday. In 
that simple way of presenting the proposition it 
does seem to me that itis not liable to serious 
specuon. 
he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The fifth sec- 
tion of the first article of the Constitution provides 
ces House, during the session of Congress, shall, 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 


three days.” 

It has been the practice of the Senate to make 
orders similar to the one which was adopted on 
Tuesday last. On Thursday, the 29th of May 
last, the Senate adopted the following: 

“Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to 
Monday next; and that, when the Senate adjourns on 
Monday next, it be to the Thursday following.” 

On Monday, June 2, 1856, the Senate adopted 
the following: 

“ Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns on Thurs- 
day, it adjourn to Monday next.” 

This is the first legislative day since the Senate 
passed the order to adjourn to Monday next, and 
that order may now be reconsidered. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would prefer to recon- 
sider, and then change the resolution, for 1 do 
think it violates both the letter and the spirit of 
the Constitution. The object of the Constitu- 
tion is obvious; it is that we should remain in 
session attending to the public business. If we 
can agree to adjourn from Tuesday to Friday, 
and then from Friday to Monday, the Senate 
may make it practically an adjournment for six 
months, without the consent of the other House. 
I think we had better be right on the record. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to inquire 
if we can reconsider a motion to adjourn after it 
has been acted upon? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is in the 
pee of the Senate to reconsider within two 
egislative days. 

Mr. SEWARD. I would suggest to the Senate 
whether we should press this question to a 
division at this time, or whether we should leave 
ituntil those who are absent and who are inter- 
ested in it shall have returned? If we come to a 
division now, we may, I understand, find our- 
selves without a quorum. I suggest to the mover 
to let it lie on the table for the present. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore put the question 
on the motion, and announced that it appeared 
to be carried. 

Mr. HALE called for a division. 

Mr. RUSK. I presume the Senator from New 
Hampshire does not desire that the Senate shall 
go on with business. 

Mr. HALE, I desire to carry out that which 
was the understanding of the Senate. 

Mr. RUSK. I have no difficulty about the 
order on the minutes; but by reconsidering it we 
can meet the constitutional scruples of Senators, 
and then pass a resolution to adjourn to Monday, 
when the absent Senators can return. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I propose, as the motion to 
reconsider has been made, and as it has been sug- 
gested that it would be inexpedient to dispose of 
‘thow, that when the Senate adjourns to-day it 

to Tuesday next. 

Mr. EVANS. Say Monday. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. ‘No, Tuesday, for then an- 
other motion will carry us over New Year’s day. 

‘he motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned to Tuesday next. 


at is not the wording of 
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by the Chaplain, Rev. Dante Waxpo. 


The Journal of Wednesday was read and ap- 
Proved. 








| of Pmeneaon: which were referred to the Com- 


| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, where I think it will be 


| hundred such claims which ought to be upon the 
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The SPEAKER stated that the first business 
in order was the reception of reports of private 
bills from the standing committees. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the De- 
partment of State, transmitting a copy of a letter 
from the surveyor to the commission under the 
reciprocity treaty with Great Britain, containing | 
an estimate for an appropriation for continuing 
the work assigned to that commission during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1858, 
amounting to $21,870; which was referred to the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to | 
be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
acts of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 


mittee on Territories. 
ENROLLED RESOLUTION. 
Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 


Bills, reported as correctly enrolled a resolution || 


granting further time to the creditors of Texas 
to present their claims, and for other purposes; 
when the Speaker signed the same. 


REPORT OF GENERAL THOMAS LAWSON. 


Mr. CHAFFEE. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce a resolution merely for the purpose 
of reference. 

The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of printing, for the use of 
this House, in addition to the usual number, twenty thou- 
sand copies of the report of Brevet Brigadier General 
Thomas Lawson, on the sickness and mortality in the 
Army of the United States; and that the said report be 
printed in the same style as that of the same report for the 
use of the United States Senate, at the first session of the 
present Congress. 


| 
} 
} 
} 
| 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Isthat resolution in order? || 


The SPEAKER. Not if objected to. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to anything out 
of order. 


TENNESSEE RIVER IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. SNEED. I ask the consent of the House 
to take up a bill (H. R. No. 227) for the liquida- 
tion of the unadjusted contracts of the Tennes- 
see river improvements, which was reported by 
the Committee on Commerce, and ought right- 
fully to be upon the Private Calendar. It em- 
braces some five or six individual claims. When 
reported from the Committee on Commerce, it was 


engulfed unless it is taken up in compliance with 
my request. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. This is private billday, and || 


I must object. 

Mr. SNEED. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
to listen to the facts which I will state. It is | 
really a private hjll, and ought to be upon the | 
Private Calendar. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. There are two or three 


Private Calendar. 
order of business. 
Mr. SNEED. The gentleman from Ohio pre- 


I must call for the regular 


vented me from getting this bill passed last ses- | 


sion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I have no objection to 
transferring the bill, but it ought to be Sow when 
the committees are called. 

No objection being made, the bill was trans- 
ferred from the Calendar of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union to the Private 
Calendar. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
standing committees for reports of private bills. 
Mr. BRENTON. 


a recommendation that it do not pass, an act 


(S. No. 217) to continue the land office at Vin- | 


cennes, Indiana, and also at Dubuque, lowa, and 
to ascertain and adjust the title to certain lands 
in the States of Indiana and Illinois, formerly 
included in the Vincennes district. 

Mr. WASHBURNE,*ef Illinois. As that is 
not a private bill, | object to its being reported. 


I am instructed by the | 
Committee on Public Lands to report back, with | 
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which were Jaid on the table, the committee dis- 

| charged from the further consideration thereof, 

| and the reports ordered to be printed: 

| _ The petition of George Berry, Esther Massey, 

| James Gates, and Michael Alsnack, asking for an 

| amendment of the bounty land law of 1855; 
Various petitions of citizens of the States of 

New York, Massachusetts, Maine, and Ohio, 
raying that the term of service under the bounty 

and law of 1855 may be reduced to ten days; 

| The petition of Nathaniel Ilsbey and others, 





|| praying for an amendment of the pension laws; 


| The petition of James Gardner, praying for 
| compensation for services as a marine in the war 
| with France in 1799 and 1800; 

| The petitions of Stephen Austin, John Harris, 
| James Denham, and others, Daniel Fairchild, 
| Charles Ford, Abigail Gould, and Isaac Belcher, 
| for amendment of bounty land law; 

The petition of J. W. Sanders and others, 
| praying for a grant of one hundred and sixty 
| acres of land to Samuel Stone; and 
The petition of Adam King and others, praying 
| for a change in the military bounty land law. 
Mr. MAXWELL, from the same committee, 
| reported adversely upon the petition of William 
L. Dearing, for the privilege of locating eleven 
| eighty-acre floating preémption rights in the State 
| of Louisiana; which was laid on the table, the 
committee discharged from the further considera- 
tion thereof, and the report ordered to be printed. 


POSTAGE LAW. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I have a Senate bill before 
| me, which I desire to report from the Committee 
| on the Post Office and Post Roads, with a view 
| of having it put on its passage. I ask gentlemen 

to hear it read before they object. It is a Senate 
bill providing for the compulsory prepagannt of 
postage on all transient mail matter. The Post- 
master General is very anxious that it shall be 
passed, so that it may go into operation on the 
ldth of January. : 

There being no objection, the bill was reported 
from the committee. It is as follows: 

A bil] providing for the compulsory prepayment of post- 
age on all transient printed matter. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
| That the provision in the act approved August 30, 1852, 
entitled “An actto amend the act entitled ‘An act to reduce 
and modify the rates of postage in the United States, and 
for other purposes,’ passed March 3, 1851,’’ permitting tran- 
sient printed matter to be sent through the mail of the Uni- 
ted States without prepayment of postage, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. And the postage on. all such 
transient matter shall be prepaid by stamps or otherwise, 
as the Postmaster General may direct. 


The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
was accordingly read the third time and passed. 

Mr. FLAGLER moved that the vote by which 
the bill was passed be reconsidered; and also 
| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


FURTHER REPORTS. 
Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on the 


|| Judiciary, reported a bill to authorize a settle- 


| ment of the accounts of Ross Wilkins, James 
Witherell, and Solomon Sibley; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. 8., from the same committee, reporied a 
bill for the release of a judgment against ‘Thomas 
Jenkins; which was read twice, and received the 
same reference and order. 

Mr. PRINGLE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported back, with a recommendation 
that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 450) for the relief 
of Mrs. y Gay; which was referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be_ printed, 

r. P., from the same committee, reported 
|| back the petition of Lieutenant John Mullen, 
praying componente as acting Indian agent in 
the Rocky Mountains from October, 1853, to 
November, 1854, with various accompanying 
papers; which were laid on the table, and, with 
the report, ordered to be printed; and the com- 
|| mitte was discharged from the further considera- 
|| tion thereof. ‘ 

Mr. EUSTIS asked leave to introduce a bill 
making an appropriation for the improvement of 
a harbor on Lake Pontchartrain, in the State of 





| 
| 
| 








Mr. BRENTON, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported back the following petitions; 


Louisiana. 
Mr. BURNETT objected. 
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Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee of Claims, | 
reported back the petition of the Indian chief | 
Sha-be-nay, for compensation for two sections of 
land reserved for him by treaty, and taken by the 
United States Government, with accompanying 
papers; which were laid on the table, the com- 
mittee discharged from their farther considera- 
tidn, and the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLARKE, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill for the 
relief of Brevet Ca 


time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 


MRS. A. W. ANGUS. 


The SPEAKER stated that there was upon 
the Speaker’s table a bill (H.R. No. 278) for the | 
relief of Mrs. A. W. Angus, widow of the late 
Captain Samuel Angus, United States Navy, 
which had been reported from the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and that the pending question was on the motion 
of the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
Prxe,] to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
had been ordered to be engrossed and read a | 


third time. || 


The motion to reconsider was disagreed to. 

The bill, being engrossed, was then read the 
third time. 

Mr. PIKE called for the previous question on | 
the poneage of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the 
bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. FLAGLER called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 88, nays 66; as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Ailen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Hendicy 8. Bennett, Brooks, Burnett, Caruthers, 
Bayard Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Cox, Craige, | 
Crawiord, Cullen, Davidson, Day, Dean, Denver, Edwards, 
Emrie, Eusus, Flagler, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gid 
dings, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Thomas L. Har- 
ris, Haven, Hodges, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, | 
Jeweu, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Lake, Leiter, 
Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Sam- 
uel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McCarty, Killian Miller, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Nichols, 


Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, Peck, Pettit, Powell, Puryear, || the late Commodore Porter. 


Quitman, Ready, Rust, Sandidge, Samuel A. Smith, Wil 
liam K. Smith, Sneed, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, 
Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Waldron, Walker, Warner, Wat- 
kins, Whitney, Winslow, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, | 
and Zollicotfer—&8. | 
NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Barbour, Benson, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Brenton, Buffinton, Bartingame, Lewis D. Camp- 
bell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Timothy Davis, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd. Durfee, Etheridge, Florence, Granger, Augustus Hall, 
Robert B. Hall, Herbert, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, | 
Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight Knowlton, 
Knox, Mace, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pennington, 
Perry, Pike, Pringie, Purviance, Ritchie, Robison, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Swope, Tappan, | 
Thorinaton,Trafton, Vail, Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Wash- | 
burne, Ellihu 8. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wil- | 
liams, and Woodruff—66. | 
So the bill was laid upon the table. 
Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was laid upon the table; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 


| 


ve 
he latter motion was agreed to. 
EVELINA PORTER. 


The SPEAKER stated that there was upon | 
the Speaker's table a bill (H. R. No. 283) for the | 
relief of Evelina Porter, widow of the late Com- | 
modore Porter, of the United States Navy, which | 
had been reported from the Committee of the | 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, with the 
recommendation that it do 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and that the pending question was on the motion | 
of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Orrver] | 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill had been 
ordered t® be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. OLIVER, of New York, withdrew the | 
motion to reconsider. 

The bill, being engrossed, was then read the | 
third time. 

Mr. OLIVER, of New York, demanded the | 
previous question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. OLIVER, of New York, called for tellers | 
on the passage of the bill. 

Tellers were ordered 





ptain Frederick Steele, United |) 
States Army; which was read a first and second || 


ss, and had been || 
|| New York, [ 





Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 


and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 61, nays 88; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allen, Barksdale, Benson, 
Billinghurst, Brenton, Buflinton, Burlingame, Lewis D. 


Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Covode, Cragin, David- | 


son, Timothy Davis, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Etheridge, Flor- 
ence, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Harrison, Herbert, Hodges, 
Holloway, 
ard, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Leiter, Mace, Alexander K. 
Marshall, Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvi- 
ance, Quitman, Ready, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Sneed, 
Swope, Tappan, Walbridge, Watson, Wells, Whitney, 
Williams, Woodruff, and Zolljcoffer—61. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barbour, Barclay, Hend- 
ley 8. Bennett, Bingham, Brooks, Burnett, Ezra Clark, 
Cliogman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Day, Dean, 
Denver, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Eustis, Evans, Flagler, 
Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, 
Grow, Harlan, Haven, Houston, Hughston, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, J. Gtancy Jones, Kelsey, Knight, Knox, Lake, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- 
Carty, McMullin, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, 
| Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Powell, Puryear, Ritchie, 
Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Scott, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, 
William K. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, 
Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Underwood, 
Vail, Waldron, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, 
Winslow, Woodworth, and Daniel B. Wright—88. 


So the bill was rejected. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I voted 
with the majority against the passage of the bill; 
/and I rise now for the purpose of moving to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was rejected. 
This matter has been before Congress ever since I 
have had the honor of a seat upon this floor. After 
the first examination which I gave it, I was per- 
| fectly satisfied that the widow of the late Commo- 

dore David Porter was entitled to something for the 
| important services her gallant husband rendered 
to his country; and ever since my conviction of 
the justice of the case has deepened. Favorable 


reports on it have been made each session from | 
the appropriate committees of both Houses of | 
It has ever been the report that this | 
I voted | 
against the passage of the bill because it provided | 


Congress. 
lady is entitled to the pension asked for. 


_ that the pension should run back to the death of 

I believe it is ask- 
ing too much to go back that far. Yet I have 

| known many cases pass with a like provision, 
that were not half as meritorious as this. I am 
not willing to vote for the bill while it contains 

| that provision; but if the motion to reconsider 
prevail, I shall vote for the bill with the amend- 
ment that the words ‘‘ to.commence at the death 
of the said David Porter’’ be stricken out, and 

'**to commence on the first of January last” be 
inserted in their stead. 

If members will look into the facts of this case, 
they will, 1am sure, arrive at the same conclu- 
sion that I have. The gentleman from New 

| York, [Mr. Oriver,] the chairman of the Com- 
_mittee on Invalid Pensions, Ras reported favor- 
| ably on it for the past six or eight years. Not 
| only have the committees of this House reported 
| favorably on the case, but the committees of the 
| Senate have done exactly the same thing. And 
| if members do not vote for the bill, when amended 
| as I propose, shall conclude they have not inves- 
| tigated it. If they had done so, they most assu- 
| redly would agree to give something in the shape 
} 


of a pension to this venerable lady, for the val- | 


| uable services of her husband. I am not willing, 
| I repeat, to let the pension run back to the date 
| of Commodore Porter’s decease, and therefore 
desire the amendment I have suggested. , 

I will now yield the floor to the gentleman from 
r. Oviver,| to make an explana- 
ation of the case. He has investigated it almo#t 
every session for the past six or eight years, and 
is able to make whatever explanations gentlemen 
may desire 

Mr. WINSLOW. When did Commodore Por- 
ter leave the naval service of the United States? 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. The gentleman from 
New York can answer the gentleman better than 
Ican. Iam satisfied the claim is a good one. 
This is the conclusion I arrived at nine years ago, 


and if the gentleman from North Carolina will 
investigate the subj will arcive at the same 
conclusion. I now yield the floor to the gentle- 


man from New York. When he has made the | 


explanation he desires, I shall call ‘for the. pre- 


homas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| 


; 











i 
| 


| gentleman from New York 





December’ 26 


vious question on the motion to reconsi 
the bill is passed, justice will be omer 
then justice will be again delayed. <0 

Mr. OLIVER, of New York. | hope 
House will agree to the amendment sug an 
the a from Alabama, because T than’ 
will be wrong not to give to the venerable widow : 
that gallant officer, Commodore Porter, someth; 
The committee thought it was right to give ba. 
pay, but as the House has decided agains Z 
recommendation, 1 hope they will agree to 9; 
her a pension, commencing at the present o 
The proofs im the case abundantly establish ij, 
statements made by the committee m their report 
if Commodore Porter—and that is the group 
upon which this report is predicated—had ¢i.4 
in the naval service of his country his Widoy 
would have been entitled to a pension under t) 
general Jaw. But, inasmuch as he did not die 
while in the naval service, the committee thought 
that fact should not exclude his widow from {hs 
generosity of Congress, and hence they propose 
the present bill. It seems to me that it is entire) 
unnecessary to say anything in reference to Con. 
modore Porter, as his services are known to lj 
His widow ought to have a pension, from th 
fact that his life was shortened in consequence 
of wounds received while in the service of his 
country. 

I hope the House will agree to the proposed 
amendment, and give her a pension commeniys 
at the present time. , 


Mr. STANTON. I wish to inquire of the 





The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Aj. 
bama holds the floor. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 

ntleman to ask a question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I make the ques. 
tion of order, whether the floor can be farmed 
out in that ae 

The SPEAKER. Not if there is objection, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 object. | am 
opposed to this way of peddling out the floor. 

r. COBB, of Alabama. Then I cal! the 
previous question. 

Mr. ORR. As I cannot get information in 
reference to this case, I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and nays upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 66, nays 81; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Hendley 8. Bennett, 
Bingham, Brooks, Burnett, Ezra Clark, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Colfax, Cox, Crawford, Cumback, Timothy Davis, 
Day, Dean, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Eustis, Evans, Flag- 
ler, Foster, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus 
Hall, Harlan, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Me- 
Carty, McMuilin, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Mordecti 
Oliver, Orr, Perry, Powell, Purviance, Sabin, Sandidge, 
Scott, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Willian R. Smith, 
Stanton, Stephens, Talbott, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, 
Trafton, Waldron, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washbume, 
Israel Washburn, Watkins, Winslow, and Daniel 3. 
Wright—66. 

NAYS — Messrs. Akers, Albright, Alien, Allison, Bar- 
bour, Barksdale, Benson, Billinghurst, Brenton, Buffinton, 
Burlingame, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Cragin, Cullen, David- 
son, Denver, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Elliott, Etherdge, 
Florence, Galloway,.Granger, Robert B. Hail, Harrison, 
Haven, Herbert, Hodges, ‘Hotloway Thomas R. Horton, 
Valentine B. Horton, Jewett, Kelly, King, Knapp, Knish, 
Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Moore, Nichols, Norton, 
oh Oliver, ao een eae a ‘- 

ringle, Puryear. tman it ust, Sage, 
Sapp, Sherman, Sneed, Swope, Underwood, Vail, Wade, 
Walker, Ellihu B. Washburne, Watson, Weich, Wells, 
whine ; Williams, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zoll- 
coffer—B1. : 

So the House refused to lay the motion © 
reconsiter upon the table. ; : 

Mr. STANTON. Has the previous. ween 
been ordered upon the motion to reconsider: 

The SPEAKER. It ‘has been demanded by 
the gentleman ‘from Alabama. : : 

r. STANTON. 1 want to know if there 
to be no further information upon this subject’ 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I am going to ae 
to recommit the bill to the Committee on Invall 
Pensions. i 

The previous question was then seconded, a0 
the main ion was ordered to be put; a 
under the operation thereof, the House bonged 
ered the vote ‘by which it refused to pass "* 
bill 


I yield to allow th 


I call for the yeas 
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rr, COBB, of Alabama. From comer I |! House, the previous. question may be pat in 
; ill i operation, and the recommendation of the com- 


hall be compelled to move to recommit this 
She Committee on Invalid Pensions; and upon 
that motion | demand the previous question. 

The previous — was seconded; and the 
main question or ered to be put. 

Mr. ORR. I would inquire whether the com- 

‘wee will have the right to amend the bill? _ 

m The SPEAKER. It becomes a new question 
ae upon the subject in such manner as they 
think proper. 

Mr. 
capnot amend engi 1, or 
has been read a third time; and it will be strange 
if the committee can do what the House itself 
cannot do. . 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was recommitted, 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
isid upon the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

TENNESSEE RIVER IMPROVEMENT BILL. 


Mr. SNEED. : 
bill which | asked this morning to have trans- 
ferred from the calendar of public bills to the 


calendar of private bills, shall take the Es upon || 
ave occu- | 


the Private Calendar which it would 
pied if it had been placed upon the Private Cal- 
endar at the time it was reported by the Commit- 
tee on Commerce to the House. 

Mr. STANTON. I object. 


BILLS REPORTED. 


Mr. MAXWELL, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back a bill (H. R. No. 


999) for the relief of Elizabeth Turner; which 


was referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FLORENCE, from the Committee on In- 
vid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Shadrach Rice, of Jackson county, Virginia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
toa Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I move that the House | 


resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar. 

Mr. ORR asked for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Orr and 
Wasrince were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 119, noes 12. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into | 


a Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Haven 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration 
of the Private Calendar. 


This being objection day, the reading ofthe | 


Calendar was commenced; and bills to which no 
objection was made were, without debate, laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 

A bill (H.. R. No. 300) for the relief of Joshua 
Knowles, Jun.,and others, owners of theschooner 
= Truro. [Objected to by Mr. McMut- 
LIN 


An act (S. No. 140) for the relief of the owners 


of the fishing schooners Brandywine, Forester, || 


Grampus, Ursula, Stephen C. Phillips, and Union. 
[Objected to by Mr. Jones, of Tennessee. } 


An adyerse report (C. C. No. 4) in the case of | 


Robert Roberts. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
the adverse reports of the Court of Claims, as 
at are reached on the Calendar, will be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with the rec- 
Sentation that the report of the court be con- 

rmed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I believe the usual 
course has been to pass over these adverse reports 
of the Court of Claims. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not aware | 
1] representatives of John Morrison and Charles 


What has been the usual custom. He thinks, 
however, that the course suggested by him will 
the best one to dispose of these adverse reports. 
Mr. LETCHER. I hope the gentleman from 
ennessee will not object to the course suggested 
by the Chair. It is certainly the best way to 


7 of these reports. 
t. JONES, of Tennessee. There is this dif- 
fculty about it. When you get them into the 
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|| mittee overruled. 


e hands of the committee, and they can | 


JONES, of Tennessee. The House itself | 
an engrossed bill, or a bill which || 


I desire, Mr. Speaker, that the || 


I notice that there are other 
|| cases reported favorably upon by the Court of 
Claims, and adversely reported on by the Com- 
| mittee of Claims. These bills may be sent to 
| the House, and under the operation of the 


they may be passed. 
he CHAIRMAN. 
|| to the gentleman from Tennessee, that if he ob- 
|| jects his object will be accomplished, and the 
| reports will remain on the Calendar. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Believing that these re- 


ONAL GLOBE. 


' 
re- |} 
vious question, when there can be no discussion, | 


} 


The Chair will suggest | 


| ports will be best disposed of by allowing them | 


|| to remain on the Calendar, I shall object. 


! An adverse report (C.C. No. 5.) in the case of | 
|| Samuel M. Pucket. [Objected to by Mr. McMut- | 


|| LIN.] 
| An adverse report (C. C. No. 6) in the case 
|of John P. McElderry. [Objected to by Mr. 
Letcuer.| 
An adverse report (C. C. No. 7) in the case 
_of Louis G. Thomas and others. ([Objected to 
_ by Mr. Lercuer.} 


_ of Shepherd Knapp. 
Mutu. } 

An adverse report (C. C. No 11) in the case 
of Cyrus H. McCormick. 
MeMct ty. } 


[Objeeted to by Mr. Mc- 


An adverse report (C.C. No. 8) in the case | 
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A bill (H. R. No. 38) granting one hundred 
and sixty acres of land to Richard Smith, of Co- 
shocton county, Ohio, for his services in the ex- 
pedition against the Rickaree Indians. (Objected 
to by Mr. Quirman.] 

An act for the relief of James Harrington. 

The bill directs the proper officers of the Treas- 
ury Department to pay to James Harrington the 
sum of $500, as a full indemnification for loss of 
time and expense incurred during sickness caused 
by melting lead while in the employment of the 
United States. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass, 

A bill CH. R. No. 357) for the relief of the 
legal representatives of William Austin, de- 
ceased. pobiaeees to by Mr. Fiacrer.] 

An act (S. No. 56) directing payment to George 
P. Marsh for judicial services rendered by him, 
under the act of 11th August, 1848, while Minis- 
ter Resident tothe Ottoman Porte. [Objected to 








| by Mr. Lercner.] 


A bill (H. R. No. 361) for the relief of Wil- 
liam Hunter, Chief Clerk of the Department of 
State. [Objected to by Mr. eee) 

A bill (H. R. No. 362) for the relief of Peter 
Parker, late Secretary of Legation at Canton, 


|| China. [Objected to by Mr. Lercuer.) 


[Objeeted to by Mr. | 


An adverse report (C. C. No. 12) in the case | 


|| of William W. Cox. 

|| Lercner.} 

| An adverse report (C. C. No. 18) in the case 
;| of J. D. Holman, executor of Jesse B. Holman, 
'| deceased. 

Mr. WALKER. 


| if this report be objected to, it will retain its place 


[Objected to by Mr. 


'| on the Calendar, and come up hereafter, when it is 


nut objection day, for discussiop ? 
The CHAIRMAN. 


I desire to inquire whether, 


, Mr. CUMBACK moved that the committee do 
now rise. 
The question was taken; and there were, on a 
division—ayes 21, noes 70. 
Mr. FLORENCE called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMun.n 
and Mittwarp were appointed, 


1 The question was again put; and -the tellers 


Chair it will remain on the Calendar in the posi- | 


tion it now occupies. 
| Mr. WALKER. I object, then. 
|| An adverse report (C. C. No. 19) in the case 


} of John C. Hale. [Objected toby Mr. McMut- 


LIN. ] 
|| A bill (C. C. No. 2) for the relief of Asbury 
Dickins. [Objected to by Mr. Jonzs, of Ten- 


|| nessee. | 


A bill (C. C. No. 8) for the relief of Michael 


|| Nourse. [Objected to by Mr. Lercuer.] 


i Robb. 
| see. 


F. Thornton, Lawrence Taliaferro, and Hay 


| jected to by Mr. Cumpack.] 


|| [Objected to by Mr. Lercuer.} 


|| A bill (H.. R. No. 342) to allow the legal rep- 

resentatives of Samuel Jones, of the eleventh Vir- 
|| ginia regiment on continental establishment, five || 
| years’ full pay as a captain of infantry, in lieu | 
{[Objected to by Mr. Cox- | 


| of half pay for life. 
|| FAX. 


| heirs and legal representatives. 
Mr. SANDID 
\| me from the Committee on Private Lan 
|| and in my opinion ought not to be passed. 


| 


with a recommendation that it do not pass. 





accordingly laid aside. 
An act (3. 


|| Voleker to a certain tract of land in the Territory || 
of New Mexico. [Objected to by Mr. peed 


An act (8S. No. 241) for the relief of the le 


| 
| 
| Ginn. 
| Mr. SANDIDGE. 


i 


|| do not 
|| Mr. 


I objec 


A bill (C. C. No. 5) for the relief of John 
[Objected to by Mr. Jones, of Tennes- 


] 
A bill (H. R. No. 339) for the relief of J. H. 
, 
| Taliaferro, sureties of D. M. F. Thornton, late 
a purser in the Navy of the United States. [Ob- | 


A bill (H. R. No. 340) for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Joseph Nourse, deceased. 


E. This bill was reer by 
Claims, 

For 
the purpose of getting it off the Calendar, I move 
that it be laid aside to be reported to the House, 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


I make the motion also in 
this case, that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
|| to the House, with the recommendation that it 


ass. 

STANTON. We may reverse that rec- 

| ommendation if we get the bill into the House. 
t. 


| reported—ayes 19, noes 79. No quorum. 
he roll was accordingly called; and the fol- 
lowing members failed to answer to their names 


Messrs. Ball, Barksdale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Hendley 8S. 
Bennett, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 


In the opinion of the || Bradshaw, Branch, Broom, Cadwalader, James H. Camp- 


bell, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. aes Carlile, 
Caskie, Clawson, Clingman, Comins, Cox, Henry Winter 
Davis, Jacob C, Davis, De Witt, Dick, Dowdell, Dunn, 
Edie, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- 
ner, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Garnett, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Hughs- 
ton, Keitt, Kelsey, Kennett, Kidwell, Kunkel, Leiter, 


|, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. oa Humphrey 
Me 


i 


| 





A ‘in (H. R. No. 349) for the relief of Andrew | 
| A. H. Knox and Joseph A. Campbell, or their | 


| 
|| H.Weems, late Consul at Guatemala. 
| to by 


No. 240) to confirm the title of Henry ll pan Clesk 
|} Ann Clark. 


Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Carty, Mc- 

Queen, Millward, Moore, Morrison, Mott, Murray, Packer, 

Paine, Pearce, Pelton, Perry, Phelps, Porter, Reade, Ricaud, 
| Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, 

Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Stranahan, Swope, Talbott, Trippe, Tyson 
Valk, Wakeman, Wheeler, Wood, Danie) B. Wright, an 
John V. Wright. 


| 

| ‘The committee then rose; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Haven reported that 
the Committee of the Whole House had, accord- 
ing to order, had the Private Calendar under con- 
sideration; and finding itself without a quorum, 
had caused the roll to be called, and had directed 

| him to report the names of the &bsentees to the 


|| House. 


A quorum being now present, the Committee 
_of the Whole resumed its session. 
The CHAIRMAN stated that the question 
ending was the motion of the gentleman from 
hace, {Mr. Cumpacx,] that the committee rise. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to; the tellers having reported—ayes 
55, noes 63. 

Mr. GREENWOOD said that Mr. Tavsotr 
had been compelled by illness to leave the House. 
| The committee then proceeded with the bills 
| on the Private Calendar. 

A bill (H. R. No. 363) for the relief of Stephen 


fObjected 
Mr. Barcvay.} 
A bill (H. R. No. 364) forthe relief of George 
|W. Lippitt. [Objected to by Mr. Davipson.} 
a bill (HL. R. No. 370) for the relief of Mary 


The bill, which directs the Secretaryof the In- 
terior to place the name of Mary Ann Clark, of 
New York, on the pension roll, at the rate of five 


|| dollars per month, for five years, commencing 


| 


January 1, 1856, was laid aside to be reported to 
| the House, no objection being made to it. 
| A bill CH. R. No. 382) for the relief of Donn, 
Piatt. {Objected to by Mr. Lercuer.} 

Mr. DAVIDSON moved that the committee 
| rise 


Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers. 





/ 
= ye a 
ws 7 , rr a5 ‘ 4 PO INS 53 a 
a . 


) 


iN 


ae on 7. eee 
* sea: 
a nn ee tere ree 


os 


eh oe on emetic ee tneeeeatint heed ade eee 


a RO ae oer CD <i tpm ae 


pment? ss 


— ert hens = 


* 


i 

i 

i 

. | 
I 

| 

t 


Se Oe 





206 


oT -_ a, a : ° ° a 1} 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Zou.uicor- || moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on | 


ren and Princie were appointed. 


The motion was agreed to; the tellers having || 


reported—ayes 66, noes 57. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr.. Haven reported that the 
Committee of the Whole had had under consid- 


| 


eration the Private Calendar, and had directed | 
him to report to the House, with a recommenda- | 


tion that they do pass, an act (S. No. 159) for the 


relief of James Harrington; and a bill (H. R. No. | 


370) for the relief of Mary Ann Clark; also, with | 


THE CONGR 


| the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
The Committee of the Whole House also re- 
| ported a bill (H. R. No. 349) for the relief of | 


|| Andrew A. H. Knox and Joseph A. Campbell, 


or their heirs and legal representatives, with a 


Mr. FLORENCE moved that the bill be laid 
upon the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote | 


by which the bill was laid upon the table, and | 


& recommendation that it do not pass, a bill || also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid | 
CH. R. No. 349) for the relief of haloes A. H. || upon the table; which latter motion was agreed | 


Cnox and Joseph A. Campbell, or their heirs and || to. 


And then, on motion of Mr. THORINGTON, || 


| 


legal representatives. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. STEPHENS. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. BENSON. 
upon that motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
man from Georgia to modify his motion by sub- 
stituting Monday for Tonsley. 


Mr.STEPHENS. Monday isa general hum- || 


bug day, and I must decline. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to amend 
the resolution by substituting ‘‘ Monday’”’ for 
** Tuesday.’’ 

Mr. MILLWARD. I call for the yeas and 
nays upon the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I withdraw the 
amendment. 
Mr. SAGE. I renew it. 


Mr. MILLWARD. 
nays upon that. 

The reas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. I call for tellers upon the amend- 
ment. 

Tellers were not ordered. 


Mr. MORGAN. 


I ask for the yeas and 


SAGE. 


place of ** Monday ?’’ 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered upon 
Mr. Srepnens’s motion. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 73, nays 62; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Allen, Allison, Barks- | 


dale, Hendley 8. Betinett, Bingham, Brooks, Burlingame, 
Burnett, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Bayard Clarke, 
Howell Cobb, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, David- 
son, Timothy Davis, Denver, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, 
Florence, Foster, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus 
Hall, Harrison, Haven, Houston, Howard, George W. 
Jones, Kelly, King, Lake, Letcher, Mace, Alexander K. 
Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Smith 
Miller, Milleon, Millward, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 


Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Pettit, Pringle, Quitman, | 


Ritchie, Stephensp Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Underwood, 
Vail, Waldron, Walker, Warner, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel! Washburn, Watkins, Whitney, Williams, Daniel B. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—73. 

NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Barbour, Barclay, Benson, 
Billinghurst, Brenton, Buffinton, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Damrell, Day, Dean, Dodd, 
Etheridge, Flagier, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Robert B. 
Hall, Harlan, Hodges, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Val- 
entine B. Horton, Jewett, Kelsey, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Parker, Penning- 
ton, Perry, Pike, Purviance, Puryear, Ready, Sabin, Sage, 


bridge, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Watson, Welch, Wins- 
low, Woodrufl, and Woodworth—#2. 
So the House determined that when it adjourn 
to-day, it will adjourn until Tuesday next. 
. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The House then’ proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bills reported from the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

The first bill in order was an act (S. No. 159) 
for the rejief of James Harrington. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

The next bill was a bill (H. R. No. 370) for 
the relief of Mary Ann Clark. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the 
votes by which the bills were passed, and also 


Is it in order to amend the | 
amendment by inserting ‘‘ to-morrow” in the | 


| 
| 


I call for the yeas and nays || 


I ask the gentle- | 


| 


} 


(at three o’clock and five minutes,) the House 


|| adjourned until Tuesday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, December 30, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Sternen P. Hint. 
The Journal of Polday lanwen read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, 
announcing that the House had passed the fol- 


_ lowing bill, and requested the concurrence of the 
| Senate therein: 





A bill (H. R. No. 370) for the relief of Mary 
| Ann Clark. 
Also, that the House had passed the following 
| Senate bills: 
An act (No. 159) for the relief of James Har- 
rington; and 
An act (No. 391) providing for the compulsory 
prepayment of postage on all transient printed 
matter. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, com- 
| municating, in compliance with a resolution of 

the Senate, a copy of the survey and report of 
Lieutenant Colonel Graham on the harbors under 
his superintendence in Wisconsin, Illinois, In- 
diana, and Michigan. 

Mr. STUART. I introduced the resolution 
| which makes this communication proper, and I 
| should like to have it lie on the table for a short 
| time that I may examine it before any order be 
made for its printing. 

The communication was ordered to lie on the 
| table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore also laid before 
the Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
| communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
| of the Senate, a report of an examination by a 


‘| board of military and civil engineers, in relation 


to the wooden dock at the Pensacola navy-yard, 
with an estimate of the cost of a stone dock at 


|| that navy-yard; which, on motion of Mr. Mat- 


| LORY, was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of the Interior, communicating, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate, informa- 
tion in relation to the title of the United States 
to that portion of the Territory of Kansas set 


Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Bneed’ Bien. || “Patt and assigned to the New York Indians; 


ton, Stewart, Tappan, Thorington, Trafton, Wade, Wal- | 


which, on motion of Mr. Jonnson, was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

He aiso laid before the Senate a report of the 
| Secretary of the Senate, communicating, in obedi- 
ence to law, a detailed statement of the payments 
from the contingent fund of the Senate, during 
the year ending the 30th November, 1856; which, 
on motion of Mr. Foor, was ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WADE presented the petition of Henry 
Hubbard, praying for compensation for service 
as agent for the preservation of public property 
at the harbor of Ashtabula, Ohio; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of 
John Shaw, praying for indemnity for losses 
sustained by him in the destruction of his prop- 
erty by the Menomonee Indians; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Joseph 





|| Haynes, a soldier in the war of 1812, praying to 


| 
recommendation that it do not pass. 


| 
| 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| Pensions. 











30, 


‘, . : a 
be allowed a pension; which was referred to th 
‘|| Committee on Pensions. ue 


He also presented a petition of citizens of P 
Huron, Michigan, praying for a grant of q a 
tion of the Fort Gratiot reservation, to that to r 
for the establishment of a public school: whi 
was referred to the Committee on Public aaa 

He also presented a memorial of citizens ‘ 
the United States, remonstrating against the : 
newal ef Woodworth’s patent for a planing 44 
chine; which was referred to the Committes “ 
Patents and the Patent Office. i 

Mr. IVERSON presented the memoria! of 
George A. O’Brien, praying for compensatiy 
for clerical services in the office of the Second 
Auditor of the Treasury; which was referred ; 
the Committee on Claims. ” 

Mr. BROWN presented a petition of citizens 
of Washington, praying for an appropriation fy, 
Grading and paving Maryland avenue betwee 

leventh street west, and the Potomac bridge, jy 
that city; which was referred to the Committe: 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented a petition of 
Edmund W. Holmes, and others, owners of thp 
schooner Leo, a British-built vessel, wrecked op 
the United States coast, and purchased by them 
praying that a register may be issued bor that 
vessel under the name of ** Arundel;’’ which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of (as. 
tine, Maine, praying that the light-house at Dice's 
Head may be continued, and a harbor-lich; 
erected at Nautilus Island Point, in that Stat; 
which was referred to the Committee on Cop. 
merce. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Cas- 
tine, Maine, praying for the erection of a new 
custom-house at that place; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STUART presented a petition of wate). 
men employed in the Executive Departments a 
Washington, praying for an increase of compen- 
sation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

He also presented the petition of citizens of 
Michigan, praying for an appropriation for the 
improvement of the harbor at the mouth of the 
Muskegon river; which was referred to the Con- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. WELLER presented the petition of Thon- 
as Jenkins, praying to be allowed arrears of pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 


He also presented the petition of Presentacion 
M. de Ridley, widow of Robert T. Ridley, pray- 
ing for permission to institute a suit in the United 
States court for the northern district of California 
to try the validity of her title to a certain tract of 
land; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
S. P. Lee and O. H. Berryman, in behalf of 
themselves and other naval officers employed in 
explorations and surveys under the act of March 
3, 1849, praying to be allowed extra pay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval! Affairs. 

Mr. PUGH presented the memorial of David 
M. Dryden, praying for an appropriation for 
improving the navigation at the falls of the Ohio 
river, according to a plan proposed by himself; 
which was referred to the Ecimaniites on Roads 
and Canals. 

PORT CLINTON LIGHT-HOUSE. 


Mr. PUGH. I present the remonstrance of 
citizens of Ottawa county, Ohio, against the dis- 
continuance of the light-house at Port Clinton, 
in Po Bay, Ohio. This was done by the 
general light-house appropriation act of last ye#", 
without my knowledge or that of my colleague; 
and I ask ais to introduce a bill to repeal 8° 
much of that act, with a view to move its refer 
ence to the Committee on Commerce, togetlit! 
with the petition. 

The petition was so referred. 

Mr. PUGH asked, and by unanimous conset 
obtained, leave to introduce a hill (S. No. 484) 
reéstablish the light at Port Clinton, in Portes 
Bay, Ohio; which was read twice by its title, 2 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. HALE, it was ; 

Ordered, ‘That the petition of the heirs of Thomas N«! 
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- ‘on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
~ ne on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That Alexander Gibson have leave to withdraw 
petition and papers. 

CALIFORNIA AND UTAH BOUNDARY. 


Mr. WELLER submitted the following res- 
lution ; which was considered by unanimous 
l ’ & 
consent, and agreed to: 
ed, That the Committee on Territories be in- 

ted to inquire into the expediency of providing the 
- of ascertaining and settling the true boundary line 
een the State of California and the Territory of Utah. 


MARY C. HAMILTON. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to ask 
jeave of the Senate to take up and consider at 
this time the bill for the relief of Mary C. Ham- 
ijton. 1 make this motion on behalf of my friend 
from New Jersey [Mr. Tomson] who is not 
now in his seat, who is very anxious to have it 
acted upon. The lady for whose relief it is in- 
tended is a poor widow who is justly entitled to 


bas 


Resolv 


The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from lowa to 
take up the bill (S. No. 472) to continue the pen- 
sion heretofore paid to Mary C. Hamilton, widow 
of Captain Fowler Hamilton, late of the United 
States Army. ; : 

Mr. HALE. I do not like to interfere, but I 
must suggest that it is hardly proper at this stage 
of the Senate to take up a private bill and pass it 
this morning. There are a great many private 
pillson the Calendar. Linterfere with great reluc- 


tance. 4 

Mr. CASS. Is it intended to go on doing the 
regular business of the session ? 

Mr. ADAMS, Why not? 

Mr. CASS. I know there are a number of 
gentlemen who went away not expecting it— 
that is all. I have no sort of objection to it 
myself personally. 

The motion to take up the bill was not agreed 
to. 

COAST SURVEY REPORT. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I should like to presenta 
matter that I believe will meet universal consent. 
It is a resolution from the Committee on Printing 
in regard to sorhe public work that ought to be 
proceeded with. 

Mr.SEWARD. There will be no objection. 
to that, I think. 

Mr. JOHNSON. [ allude to the resolution 
submitted a few days since, and laid over for the 
purpose of obtaining the estimate of the cost of 
printing the report of the Coast Survey. The 
cost, as now estimated; will be the same for the 
present year’s report as it was for last year’s; 
that is, $33,000. The estimates are here, and I 
present them. I ask that the resolution be taken 
up and adopted, so that the work may go on. 

The resolution was taken up and agreed to. 
lt is as follows: 


Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, communicating the report of the 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey for the year 1856, in 
addition to the usual number, be printed—five thousand for 

use of the Senate, and the remainder for distribution 
by the Coast Survey office ; and that the same be printed 
and bound with the plates in quarto form, and that the 
printing of the said plates shall be done to the satisfaction 
of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 


ADJOURNMENT TO FRIDAY. 


_Mr. ALLEN. [ move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 
Mr. PUGH. I appeal to the Senator to with- 
draw the motion. 
Mr. ALLEN. I will do so, for the present. 
Mr. PUGH. It is important that there should 
a brief executive session to-day in reference to 
some appointments, and I desire the presence of 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Butter, ] 
who is chairman of the Committee on the Judi- 
hime He is not now present, but I can send for 
Mr. SEWARD. Allow me to interrupt the 
nator from Ohio. We ought to fix the day 
when we shall meet again, before we adjourn or 
° into the consideration of executive business. 
submit a motion that when the Senate adjourns 
ay, it adjourn to meet on Friday next. 
Mr. PUGH. I was about to say that these 
*ppointments were important to be considered 














| 





before the day on which the Senate will probably 
meet again, and therefore I move that we proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
Senator from Ohio yield the floor to allow the 
Senator from New York to make his motion? 

Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir. - 

The motion of Mr. Sewarp was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 








On motion of Mr. PUGH, the Senate proceeded | 


to the consideration of executive business; and 
after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. 


GENERAL SCOTT’S ALLOW ANCES. 


Mr. WELLER submitted the following reso- | 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- | 


cate to the Senate a statement of all payments and allow- 
ances which have been made, and of all claims which have 
been disallowed, to Brevet Lieutenant General Scott, from 
the date when he joined the Army serving in Mexico up to 
December 1, 1856; and also to furnish copies of all corre- 
spondence on file in the Executive Departments relating to 
said claims, payments, or allowances. 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, it was 


Ordered, That the bill (S. No. 469) supplementary to an 
act entitled ‘ An act to graduate and reduce the price of 
the public lands to actual settlers and cultivators,” approved 
August 4, 1854, be printed. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 30, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie, Watpo. 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER. No quorum being present, 
the Journal will be read, unless there be objec- 
tion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
there be a call of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The roll was accordingly called; when the fol- 
lowing members failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Allen, Ball, Barksdale, Bell, Henry Bennett, 
Bingham, Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Burnett, Cad- 
walader, Carlile, Caskie, Comins, Covode, Cragin, David- 
son, Jacob C. Davis, Denver, De Witt, Dick Dowdell, 
Dunn, Edie, English, Evans, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, 
Garnett, J. Morrison Harris, Hickman, Hoffman, J.Glancy 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kunkel, Lake, Lumpkin, 
Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Mat- 
teson, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millward, Morgan, Mor- 
rison, Mott, Murray, Packer, Paine, Pearce, Pelton, Powell, 
Pringle, Reade, Ricaud, Roberts, Rust, Sage, Sandidge, 
Seward, Shorter, Simmons, Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, 
Swope, Tappan, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, Valk, Wake- 
man, Watkins, Wheeler, Wood, and Woodworth. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I move thatall further pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Journal of Friday last was then read and 
approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Post 
Office Department, submitting an estimate of the 
sums which will probably be required for the 
foreign mail service for the year commencing 
July 1, 1857, so far as the same is payable out 
of the revenue of the Post Office Department; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Also a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, containing an estimate of the appropriations 
necessary for the extension of the North Carolina 
arsenal to render it an arsenal of construction, 
together with the amount heretofore expended in 
the construction of the public buildings there; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. VAIL, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles, when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act providing for the compulsory prepay- 
ment of postage on all transient printed matter; 
and 

An act for the relief of James Harrington. 


| 
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PRESIDENTS ANNUAL MESSAGE. 
The SPEAKER stated that the business first 


| in order was the consideration of the annual 


message of the President of the United States, 
the pending question being on Mr. Campseut's 
motion to refer and print the same. 

_Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, was recog- 
nized by the Chair. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
resolution for ingquir peer. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire the 
floor for a few moments; and when I get through 
the gentleman from Virginia can offer his reso- 
lution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
thing out of order. 

Mr. STEPHENS. What is the regular order? 

The SPEAKER. The consideration of the 
motion relative to referring and printing the Pres- 
ident’s message. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Has any person the floor 
upon that subject? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
no one has the floor. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I then claim the floor upon 
the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has recognized 
the gentleman from Illinois, and he has not yet 
stated his purpose in rising. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is to speak 
to the regular order of business. 

_ The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
is then entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
occupy the floor a few moments. I do not pro- 
pose to submit any remarks in direct connec- 
tion with the pending motion to refer and print; 
but my purpose is to advert to some matters 
which have sprung up in the debate since it has 
been under the consideration of this House. I 
will send to the Clerk, and have read, a colloqu 
which took place during the delivery of the speech 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Smirn.] 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“Mr. Smirn, of Tennessee. The convention which 
nominated Mr. Buchanan indorsed President Pierce and 
his administration. This we all know. The very conven- 
tion which nominated him indorsed the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill, which was the great issue in the presidential canvass, 

“Mr. Barctay. I wish toask the gentleman whether 
the resolution indorsing the administration of President 
Pierce was published and circulated in the Democratic 
papers of Pennsylvania? 

“Mr. Smiru, of Tennessee. I know nothing about 
what was published in the Pennsylvania papers. It was 
contained in the official proceedings of the convention, 
which were published all overthe country. But, sir, I hope 
that no Pennsylvanian here will esteem the people of that 
noble State so ignorant as not to know what occurred in 
the Cincinnati Convention, when its proceedings were 
public, and published in nearly ail the journals of the coun- 


I desire to offer a 


I object to any- 


I wish to 


‘*Mr. Wasusurne, of Illinois. Do I understand the 
gentleman to state that this resolution indorsing the admin- 
istration of Pierce was published in all the northern Demo 
cratic papers? . 

“Mr. Smiru, of Tennessee. Yes, sir, all the ieading 
ones of which i have any knowledge. 

‘*Mr. Wastsurne, of Illinois. As part of the platform ? 

‘Mr. Smirn, of Tennessee, As part of the proceedings 
of the Cineinnati Convention. 

“Mr. Wasusurne, of Illinois. I undertake to say that 
it was not published in many of the Illinois Democratic 

apers. 

‘*Mr. Smiru, of Tennessee.. It was published in the 
northern Democratic papers as part of the proceedings of 
the convention. It was published in the Boston Post, in 
the New York Day Book, and in the Pennsylvanian. These 
are the leading papers of the North which I saw. 

“Mr. Wasuburne, of Illinois. In my section of the 
country it not only was not published in those papers, but 
they denied that such a resolution was passed. 

‘Mr. Smiru,of Tennessee. I am afraid that my friend’s 
part of the country is a benighted place, anyhow, and 
should not be surprised if so good a thing would never find 
its way into his ‘beat.’ Is there a Democratic paper in the 
gentleman’s district ? 

“ Mr. Wasuezurne, of Illinois. There are two or three 
which profess to be, but they have only very limited cir 
culation. 

‘Mr. Smiru, of Tennessee. 
lar Detnocratic candidates? 

“Mr. Wasusurne, of Illinois. 
Democratic papers in my State which did not pubiish it. I 
believe the Freeport Bulletin was one. I will not be cer- 
tain, however. 

‘* Mr. Smiru, of Tennessee. That evades the 
and I turn the gentleman over to his colleague, [ 
SHALL. ] , 

“Mr. Marsuatt, of Illinois. With the permission of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, I wish to ask my colleague 
a question. I understand my colleague to assert that Dem- 
ocratic papers in Illinois repudiated the resolution of the 
Cincinnati Convention indorsing the administration of 
Franklin Pierce, and denied that such a resolution had 
been adopted. This is a grave and sweeping charge, and I 


Do they support the regu- 


There were several 


uestion, 
r. Mar- 
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wish bim to state distinctly what Democratic papers in | 





Illinois he refers to. 

“Mr. Wasnuporne, of Ulinois. [ am not certain. I 
cannot state with certainty ; but my impression is that the 
Freeport Bulletin denied that such a resolution had been 
adopted at Cincinnati. 

“Mr. Mansuant, of Ilinois. IL wish to be understood 
distinctly as asserting that no paper in Illinois, recognized 
as an organ of the Demoeratic party, and circulating among 
the people of that State, ever denied the adoption of such 
a resolution. On the contrary, the Democracy of Ulinois 
everywhere, without evasion or equivocation, sustained 
the platform and proceedings of the Cincinnati Conven 
tion, the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and the 
administration of Franklin Pierce. Any assertion to the 
coutrary cannot be sustained by the facts. The position 
of the Damesteey of Ulineis eannot be mistaken by any 
one who wishes to understand it. They are in favor of 
withdrawing this question of slavery enturely trom the 
Malls of Congress, and of leaving its adjustment to the 
people of each State and Territory for themselves, without 
any interference whatever from without. And this just 
principle, | cannot doubt, will be sustained by a large ma 
jority of the people of the northern States, when it is fairly 
and honestly presented, without misrepresentation or eva- 
sion by our opponents. 

“Mr. Wasusvuans, of Lilinois. Will the gentleman 
state to the House whether he knows of his own know! 
edge that the State Register and the Chicago Times, two 
leading Democratic papers in that State, published the res 
olution among the proceedings of the convention ? 

** Mr. Mars#acu, of Iilinois. Both of them did. And 
every paper which undertook to publish the entire proceed 
ings published that among the other resolutions of the con- 
vention. 

“Mr, Auten. For the information of my colleague, I 
can state to him that the Chicago Times, the Springfield 
Register, and the Quincy Herald, three of the leadirg Dem- 
ocratic papers in the northern part of the State, published 
that resolution of the Cincinnati Convention. 

**Mr. Moraison. I desire to state that all the Demo- 
cratic papers in the eighth congressional district of Hlinois 
published that resolution; and not only the. Democratic 
papers, but the Republican papers in that district published 
ut also, and upon it based their assault upon the Democratic 
party, because that party had indorsed the administration 
of Franklin Pieree.”’ 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Inthe course 
of the debate, | made the assertion in relation to 
the suppression of the Pierce resolution in the 
Iilinois Democratic papers, as appears in what the 
Clerk has just read. I made the statement asa 

eneral political fact—as a fact which I knew to 
be true—as I knew other political facts that trans- 
pired during the campaign. I knew it from the 
fact, that while on the stump during the whole 
eanvass, I did not find a Democratic paper of the 
State which had that resolution in it; and I every- 
where denounced the suppression. It was under 
such a state of facts that | made the statement. 
Well, sir, having made that statement, two of my 
colleagues on this floor [Mr. Marsuati and Mr. 
ALLEN] rose in their places, and, on their respons- 


ibility as men and members of this House, un- | 
equivocally and specifically denied the statement | 


that the resolution was not published in all the 
Democratic papers in the State. 
tion distinctly to my colleague of the ninth dis- 
trict, [Mr. Marsnatt,] (whom I am happy to 
see in his seat,) if he knew of his own knowledge 
if the Chicago Times and State Register published 
the ‘‘ resolution?’’ and he replied that ** both of 
them did.”” My colleague from the seventh dis- 
trict [Mr. ALLEN] then volunteered the following 
statement: 

* For the information of my colleague, I can state to him 
that the Chicago Times, the Springfield Register, and the 
Quiney Herald, unree of the leading Democratic papers in 
the northern part of the State, published that resolution of 
the Cincivnati Convention.” 

Well, sir, [ must confess I was taken some- 
what by surprise by these positive and emphatic 
denials of my colleagues; and it will be perceived 
in the colloquy which followed I qualified to some 
extent the statement I had made. In the face of 
these denials, not having the proofs at hand, I 
would not take upon myself to state absolutely | 
and positively as a fact what I had not the means 
at the moment to prove, though I was entirely 
confident that | was correct. 

The debate went speedily to our own State, 
where it was suliched by the Democratic papers 
with an air of triumph, and I was made the sub- 
ject of the grossest personal attacks by some of 
these papers. The Chicago Times, for instance, 
the tending Democratic paper in the northern 

t of the State, came out with a fierce article, | 
readed in glaring letters ‘‘Washburne impaled !’’ | 
&c., charging me with misrepresentauon and | 
falsehood in saying that this resolution was not 

ublished in all the Democratic papers in the 
tate. The article went on further to state “ that 


_ there was not a Democratic paper in the State of || headed the “ 
Illinois that published the proceedings of the |' lows: 


- 'THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


I put the ques- | 


| resolution indorsing the administration of Frank- 
lin Pierce.”’ 


lished at the seat of government, came out with 
/an article denouncing my statement as untrue, 
and asserting that ‘‘ every Democratic press in 


the State published the Cincinnati resolutions | 


entire,’ and it boldly backed up my colleagues 


for having *‘ cornered a demagogue,’’ and branded || 
my assertions as false on the floor of the House. | 
Besides these two papers, there was another—and || 
I dislike*to mention it in connection with the | 
| papers I have alluded to, because it sustains to | 
them about the same relative situation that the || 
jackall sustains to the lion, and because it is pub- | 
It is the Galena Courier | 


| lished in my own city. 
—a paper of a character so atrociously infamous 
as to have brought immeasurable disgrace upon 
its party, and upon the city in which it is pub- 
‘lished. This little sheet also chimed in with the 


and libeling the Democratic press of m 
in asserting that they did not publish the resolu- 
| tion indorsing Pierce. Such, Mr. Speaker, is the 
| evidence to show that my assertion, that this 
| resolution was suppressed, was not founded in 
fact, and it must be admitted that it makes out a 
strong case. It is the evidence of my colleagues 
given on this floor, and the evidence of editors at 


| home, who were in a situation better than any- 
sg else to know the fact. The effect of all was 


| to show that I had willfully undertaken to palm 
| off statements upon this House which had no 
| foundation in fact, which, if substantiated, would 
| render me an object of the contempt of all honor- 
| able men in the House or out of it. 

| Now, Mr. Speaker, I propose to submit some 
| facts to the House which cannot be gainsayed. It 
| is my turn now to speak; and I intend to vindi- 


cate my statement and vindicate the truth of his- | 


tory, as connected with this matter, so that the 
House and the country may see where these 
charges, which have been so flippantly made 
against me, should properly rest. 

I will ask my colleagues whether they recog- 
nize the paper which I hold in my hand as the 
Illinois State Register ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 

| it be seen. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, (holding up 
| the paper.) It will not be denied that this is 


Hold it up; let 


names of the Cincinnati nominees—Buchanan 
and Breckinridge. Now, sir, in my place here, 





I charge that this paper did not publish the reso- | 


| lution in question. Here is the paper containing 
| proceedings that took place and resolutions that 
| passed in the Cincinnati Convention; and the 
editors, in publishing them, say: 

‘* In a former number we gave a telegraphic synopsis of 
the platiorm of the Democracy laid down at Cincinnati for 
the pending presidential campaign. We give the entire 

| document.”’ 


In these proceedings published in this paper 


this resolution is suppressed; and this paper, | 
columns asserted that it 
| published the platform entire, and as in that plat- |, 


| having in its editoria 


form as published this resolution is suppressed, 
I say it is a denial by that paper of the passage 
of the resolution. 

A Voice. What isthe date of the paper? 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
| June, 1856. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





I will now proceed to expose the 


mendacity of these editors who have thus assailed | 


me. ‘They assail me one day for having made a 


charge having no foundation in fact, when I | 


asserted that this resolution was suppressed— 
they asserted that they published it, and that all 
the Democratic papers in the State published it. 
* Now, mark, how plain a tale shall put them 
down.’’ The opposition paper at Springfield, 
the Journal, examined the files of the Register, 
and found my statement, so faras that paper was 
concerned, literally true, and charged the facts 
upon the Register. Whata fall was here! A 
day or two afterwards, in the daily State Regis- 
ter of December 20, which I hold in my hand, 
we find that the editors are brought to the follow- 
ing humiliating acknowledgment, in an article 
ashburne Charge.” It is as fol- 


os 





SS OOOO 
ae . . : ‘ «“ We were in error in our statement of a 
Cincinnati Convention, that did not publish the | gard to the publication of the — f Yesterday ie. 


And further, the State Register, the central | 
organ of the Democratic party in our State, pub- | 


Times and Register, and in an article abusing me, | 
_and charging me with “falsifying the record,”? | 
section, | 





emcees 


| the paper, having at the head of its columns the | 


he 10th of 








December 30. 





Cincinn.,, 
Convention, relative to the administration pucinnasy 
Pierce.” 

And in another part of the same article the 
say that, ‘so far as the meee is concerned. 
we admit the omission charged.’ : 

The paper at Galena, also, after exhausting its 
large stock of scurrility, and after impudeny) 
denying the truth of my assertion here, as | on 
stated was driven to acknowledge that I was cor. 
rect in my assertion, in an article as follows: 

“¢We Come Down.’—There is but one-way to 
when convinced of having committed an error—tha, ; ot 
acknowledge it. We desire to place ourselves right 
regard to the matter of publishing the resolution adopted 
at Cincinnati indorsing President Pierce’s administra 
When our remarks of Friday were written, we had not - 
remotest idea that the resolution had not appeared in the 


| Courier; indeed, the writer of this article has a distiner 
recollection of preparing the copy of the Tesolutions for 
| 


publication, with the one indorsing General Pierce at 


| tached; and, until the Advertiser asserted the fact on Sat. 
| urday, we were not aware that it was omitted. That the 


omission was wholly accidental we most solemn} Assert, 
However, we are fairly ommeres 09 yield the  pint’—po 
that we intended to suppress the resolution, but the fact 
of its non-appearance in our columns.’’—Galeng Daily 
Courier, December 22. 


‘* The omission was accidental,” forsooth, and 
the editors did not intend to ** suppress the rego. 


_ lution’? which a day or two before they solemnly 
| asserted they had published ! 


But I have another item of evidence, which | 
| will give for the benefit of my colleagues. | holj 


}| in my hands another Democratic paper, the [}jj. 


| nois Sentinel, at Jacksonville, which also sup- 
resses the resolution. I have no other of the 
emocratic papers before me, but I have the 
authority of a responsible man, who took note 
of this matter during the late canvass. That 
_ gentleman says, in a letter I have before me, that 
| he had occasion to look for the resolution indors. 
ing the administration of President Pierce, but 
_ that he could not find it in any Democratic news. 


| paper in Illinois. I believe, however, that that 


resolution was published by the Chicago Times, 
The Freeport Bulletin, the paper I referred to 
when I made my former statement, was one of 
the Democratic papers of that State which didnot 
publish that resolution. And I think I am safe 
in stating, though I do so with the qualifications 
I have named, that there was scarcely a Dem- 
ocratic paper in Lllinois which published this 
_ resolution of the Cincinnati Convention indorsing 
the administration of Franklin Pierce. 

I have little more to say. As to the Chicago 
Times, I will do the editor of that paper the jus- 
tice to say, that he fought this battle gallantly and 
| fairly on these issues. I will not do him the in- 
| justice to believe that he did not know, when he 
made the denial of my statements, that there was 
a suppression of this resolution by the Demo- 

cratic papers of the State; and I can only account 
| for his attack on me by his desire to get an op- 
| portunity, even at the expense of the truth, to lash 
le Democratic editorial brethren of Lllinois over 
my shoulders for shirking and skulking the issues 
which he had the boldness to meet. I will dono 
injustice to that oer. As a member of the Re- 
publican party, | should be ungrateful, even if it 
were in my power, to injure it, though the provo- 
cation is great. His services to the Republican 
party have been too great in the recent canvass 
to be entirely overlooked. His bold and out- 
_spoken indorsement of the Nebraska iniquity, 
| his attempts to bolster up the administration of 
Franklin Pierce, and his bitter assaults on our 
gallant candidate for Governor, Colone! Bissell, 
contributed more, perhaps, than anything els 
to the overwhelming victory of the Republican 

arty in the State of Illinois at the late election. 

n 1852, and before this paper was started and 
became the organ of the Democratic party," 
the three northern congressional districts of our 
State there was a Democratic majority—a m* 
jority for Pierce—of between two and three thou 
sand. Under the leadership of this paper, Fré 
mont had a majority in those districts of betwee? 
thirty and forty thousand. I will do nothing 
discourage a paper that has contributed so much 
to the success of the Republican party; and now, 
Mr. Speaker, having placed this matter before 
‘the House as I desired, and vindicated the truth 
of my statement and the truth of history, ! will 
close by thanking the House for the attention 
—— it has bestowed upon the remarks I have 
/ made. 
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